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It bas fallen to our lot of late years to keep he appeated before Judge 
an account of any remarkable circumstance that Dougtes and wes honorably acquitted, We 


nations. Among the many robberies, earth-/{forever been put to those unhallowed proceed- 
quakes, voleanic eruptions, tornadoes, fires,|jings, but no! this could not be, she most still 
mobs, wars, Ke. &c., which we have had to re- pursue ber victim, and for want of some more 
plausible excuse, after that monster of iniquity 
Gov. Boggs, whose iniquitous exterminating 
chronicle. We allude not to the yearly inun- order has rendered him notorious not only in 
a of the Nile, nor the frequent eruptions} this coun'rr, but throaghout Europe, had been 
of Vesuvius or Etna, but to the boiling over or shot at by some unknown roffian, and bis life 
Tophet, alias the annual overflow of the excres- }Jeopardized ; it was thought a good opportunity 
sence of Missouri, Not, indeed, like the Nile, to commence an attack upon Joseph Smith, 
overflowing its parched banks, invigorating the || pertiealarly as an election was near at band 
alluvial soil and causing vegetation to teem forth |j inf this State, and it was thought by some ot 
in its richest attire; but like the sulphuriou,|/our political demagogues that some political 
flame that burns unnoticed in the bowels of af eapiial could be made of it; Joseph Smith must 
voleano ; kept alive by the combustion of its|/iherefore be sacrificed at the shrine of the hel- 
own native element, until it can contain itself lieh despotism of Missouri, and that of politica! 
no longer within the limits of its crater, it aspirants of this State. What was the pledge 
bursts beyond its natural bounds ; and not satis- that Gev. Duncan gave the people, if they 
fied with burning what is within its own bow- || would elect him? chat he would have the Mor- 
els, it rashes furiously, wildly, and wantonly ||mon charters repealed, and deprive them of 
forth, and spreads its-sulphurious lava all around, all their other privileges. Thus the Mormons 
scattering desolations in its path, destroying the || and Joseph Smith must be at the disposal of 
eot of the husbandman, the fisherman, and the such inhuman re:kless, blood thirsty, (we had 
palace of the nobleman, in one general sweep; /ijike to have saiJ,) republicans as these. Oh 
covering vegetation with its fiery lava, and tarn-||shame where is thy blush! and the attempted 
ing the garden into a bed of cinders. So Missouri || murder of Governor Boggs, to them is a good 
pretext. As if it were impcssible that there 
should be found among the inhabitants of a 
forth her sulphuric ava, and seek to over- State who had butchered scores in cold blood, 
whelm others with what is burning in her who had robbed an innocent people of hun- 
own bowels and destroying her very vitale; and dreds of thousands of dollars worth of property: 
as it happens that we are so unfortunate as to and who had driven thirteen thovsand people 
tive near the borders of this monster, we must from their homes, who had never violated law. 
ever and anon, be smooted with the 3 to seek to murder 
flies off from her burning crater. | another without having the thing so far fetched 
Without entering here into the particulars ¢ jan to try to heap it upon the head of a man 
the bloody deeds, the high - handed oppression, || who had not been in the State for yente. This 
the unconstitutional acts, the deadly and mali-|| case like the other was finally brought to an 
cions hate, fhe numerous murders, and the 
wholesale robberies of that people; we will 
proceed to notice one of the late acts of Mis- 
souri, or of the Governor of that state toward, 
us. We allude to the late arrest of Joseph 
Smith. 
„Some two yes Mr. Smith was appre 
hended upon a writ issued by Gov. Carlin 
upon a requisitien from the Governor of Mis- 
souri, charging Mr. Smith with morder, arsom, 
ugoson, &c. Ce. Mr. Smith obtained a writ) 


field, before Judge Pepe of the United States 
Court for the Distziet of Illinois. The perse- 
cution and injustice of Missouri, and the ille- 
gality of the case was then abundantly devel- 
oped, and Judge Pope ordered the case to be 
inserted on the docket ina manner that Mr. 
Sinith should no more be troubled in relation 
to that matter. [Governor Ford at that time 


issue, and Mr. Smith ofter an immensity of 
trouble and cxspense wos exculpeted in Spriug- 
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MISSOURI ve JOSEPH &MITH. of Habeas Corpes, which was made returnable 
might transpire, in, and about this, and the ad-jithought then that the eyes of community 
joining states; as well as of distant pre band would be opened, and that a stop would have 
/ 
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disposed te put a stop to that executive infle-, of you; but if you have any legal process to 
ence which had sought the desiraciion andj serve, I am af al) times subject to law and shall 
overthrow of Mr 8.} far A returned in peace] not offer resistance.” “G—dd—-n you if you 
to the bosom of his family, and was say another word, we'll shoot you, by 
with joyous acclamation by d numerous host} “Shoot away” answered Mr. Smith, “I am not: 
of friends whe felt te rejeise that inoodenc: | afraid of your pistols.” They then hurried him 
hed triumphed over persecution, fansticiem.|j off. to a carriage that they bad, and without 
and despotism. — serving process, were for hurrying him off 

Once more at peace, Mn Smith flattered him- without letting him see, or bid farewell to his 
self that his relentless persecutors must have] family or friends. Mr. Smith then said, “gen- 
satiated their rage and exausted their ingenuity) tlemen if you have any legal process I wish to 
to find means to prosecute g. and he had favora-|| obtain a writ of Habeas Corbus.” and w' 
bly hoped that bad they invented any thing else, || answered, “G—dd——n you, you sha’nt have 
that the executive of this state, alive to the injus- one. Mr. Smith saw a friend of his passing 
tice that Mr. Smith had already experienced] and said these men are kidnapping me, and | 
from the hands of Missouri, would not have wish a writ of habeas corpus to deliver 
countenanced or furthered any demands that out of their hands. This friend 7 
might be made by that state upon the execu-jj proceeded to Dixon whence the Sheriff alse 
tive of this, for the person of Joseph Smith.— || proceeded full speed; on arriving at the bouse 
This we believe be had reason to expect; he of Mr. McKenuie, tavern keeper, Mr. Smith 
was in hopes that the time of hia trials, pertain-¶ was thrust into a room and guarded there with- 
ing to the tyrreny of that state, was at an end, out being hllowed to see anybody, and horses 
and that he would be allowed to enjoy the pre- were ordered in five minutes. Mr. Smith thea 
cious boon of liberty, and to dwell in peace in stated to Reynolds: “I wish to get counsel” 
the bosom of his family, and with his ſrienda.— and was answered “G—d d——n you, you shaun 
Feeling perfectly sccure, he set off with his am- have counsel, one word more G—d d——n yow 
ily to Mr. Wassons’, to visit his wife’s sister, and LI shoot you.” “What is the use oſ this 
Mrs. Wasson and family, who resided about often,” said Mr. Smith, “I have often told you 
twelve miles from Dixon, Lee county, in this] to shoot, and I now tell you again to shoot 
state, While he was there, a Mr. J. H..Rey-||away;” and seeing a person passing he said, L 
nolds, Sheriff of Jackson county, Missouri, (sol am falsly imprisoned here, and I want a lawyer. 
he says) and Mr. Harman Wilson, of Carthage, A lawyer came, and had the door banged in his 
arrived at Dixon, professing to be Mormonf face with the old threat of shooting if he came 
preachers; from thence they proceeded to Mr || any nearer, another afterwards came and receiv- 
Waseon’s, at whose house Mr. Smith was stay-|/ed the same treatment. Many of the citizens of 
ing. They found Mr. Smith outside of the Dixon by this time being apprised of his situa- 
door, and accosted him in a very uncouth un- tion stepped forward, and gave the Sheriff to 
geatiemanly manner, quite in keeping however, understand, that if that was their mode of 
with the common practice of Missourians. The doing business in Missouri, they had ‘another 
folowing is as near the conversation as we can way of doing it bers, that they were a law-abid- 
gather. Reynolds and his coadjutor Wilson, ing people, and republicans, that Mr: Smith 
both stepped up at a time to Mr. Smith with should have justice done him, and have the 
their pistols cocked, and without shewing any||opportnnity of a fair trial, but that if they per- 
writ or serving any process, Mr. Reynolds with sisted in their course, they had a very summary 
hie pistol cocked at Mr. Smith’s breast, cried|| way of dealing with such gave 
out, “G—d d——a you if you stir Pl! shoot — them to understand that Mr. Smith should not 
G—d d——n you—if you stir one inch I'll shoot , go without a fair and impartial trial. Mr. Rey- 
you, G—d d—n you—be still or I'll shoot nolds finding further resistance to be useless 
you by G—d.” “What is the meaning of this?’»|| allowed one or two attorneys to come to Mr. 
interrogated Mr. Smith. “Ill show you the Smith, who gave them to understand that he 
meaning by G—d, andif you stir one inch PII had been taken up without process; that they 
shoot you, G—d d——a you.” “I gm not afraid) had insulted and abused him, and he wanted a 
of your shooting, answered Mr. Smith, Iam not writ of habeas corpus. Up to this ime they 
afraid to die.” He then bared his breast, and had altogether refused to allow the counsel to 
said “shoot away, I have endured so much op- have private conversation with him. 


pression I am weary of life and kill me if you A writ was sued out by Mr. Smith 
please. Tama strong man however, and with] against Harman Wilson fora violation of the 
my own natural weapoos could soon level both law in relation to writs of babess corpus, the 
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whole proceedings, connected with this affair 
are illegel, we think that in justice he ought to 
have leaned to the side of the oppressed and 
innocent, particularly when the persecuted and 
progecuted were citizens of his own State who 
had a right to his sympathies and to be shielded 
by his paternal care, as tho Father of this State. 
Does not his Excellency know? and do not él! 
the citizens of the Grate know that the Mor- 
mons have been robbed and pilleged and plun- 
dered in that State without any redrese? that 
the Mormons en-maese were exterminated from 
that State without any legal pretext whatever; 
und how then could they have any legal claim 
upon Joseph Smithor any Mormon? Have the 
Mormons ever obtained any redress for injuries 
received in Missouri? No! Is thereany pros- 
pect of their recieving remuneration for their 
loes, or redress for their grievances? No! When 

Mr. Smith obtained a writ of habeas corpus/| a demand was made upon the Governor of Mis- 
from the Master in Chancery of Lee county, souri, by Governor Carlin of thie State for the 
returnable before the Hon. John D. Caton, | persons who kidaapped several Mormons, were 
Judge of the ninth judicial circuit, at Ottawa, they given up by that State? No. Why then 
upon which said writ Mr. Smith was conveyed || should our Executive feel so tenacious in ful- 
by Reynolds and Wilson, towards Ottawa a8 filing all the nice punctillios of law, when the 
far as Pawpaw Grove, at which last mentioned| very State that is making “these demands hes 
place it was ascertained that Judge Caton was | robbed, murdered and exterminated by whele- 
on a visit to New York. Upon which the sale without law and are merely making use of 
party, Messrs. Smith, Reynolds, Wilson and it at present as a cate-paw to destroy the inno- 
others in company returned to Dixon, where cent and murder those that they have already 
another writ was issued by the ald Master in persecuted nearly tothe death. It is impoesi- 
Chancery, in favor of Smith, returnable before | ble that the State of Missouri should do justice 
the nearest tribunal in the H judicial eireuit with her coffers groaning with the spoils of the 
authorised to bear, and determipeywrits of habeas | oppressed and her hands yet reeking with the 
corpus. It was ascertainéd that the nearest || blood of the innocent. Shallshe yet gorge her 
tribunal authorised to hear and determine upon bloody maw with other victims? Shall Joseph 
writs of habeas corpus, was at Nauvoo. On Smith be given into her hands illegally? Never? 
their arrival at Nauvoo, a writ of habeas corpus No nzvex!! NO NEVER!!! 
was sued out before, and made returnable to 
the Municipal court of the city of Nauvoo, d. 
rected to Mr. Reynolds, upon which said writ 
Mr. Reynolds did produce the body of said 
Smith before said court, objecting however, to 
the jurisdiction of said court. It was ascer- 
tained by the counsel for said Smith that the 
Municipal court had full and ample power to 
hear and determine upon writs of habeas corpus. 
Upon examination before said court he was 
discharged from said arrest upon the merits o 
said case, and upon the further ground of sub- 
stantial defects in said writ so issued by the 
Governor of the State of Mlinois. 

Why Governor Ford Should lend his assist- 
te a yexatious prosecution of thiskind we 
areata loss tadetermine. He possesses a die 
eretionary power iu such cases, and has a right 
to use his judgment, as the chief magistrate of 
‘bie Stace, and knowing, ss He dees, that the 


— 
said violation consisting in said Wilson having 
transferred said Smith to the custody of Rey- 
nolds for the purpose of removing Mr. Smith 
to Missouri, and thereby avoiding the effect 
and operation of said writ contrary to law. 
There was also another writ sued out from 
the circuit court of Lee county, in favor of Mr. 
Smith, against Reynolds and Wilson for pri- 
vate damage, for false imprisonment, upon the 
ground that the writ issuedtby the Governor 
Illinois, was a void writ in law, upon which 
said writ, said Reynolds and Wilson were held 
to bail; and were in the custody of the 
of Lee county. Reynolds and Wil on obtained 
a wnt of habeas corpus for the purpose of being 
discharged before Judge Young of Quincy, but 
they did not go before Judge Young, but gav 
bail at Carthage for their appearance at the cir- 
cuit court of Lee county in said action. 
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MUNICIPAL COURT OF THE CITY OF 
NAUVOO, ILLINOIS. 

Second day of special term, July le., 1843. 
Before Aidermen William Marke, Acting Chief 
Justice; end Alderman Daniel H. Wells 
Newel K. Whitney, George W. Harris, Gus 
tavus Hills, and Hiram Kimball, Associate 


Justices; presiding. 
Messrs. W 


ALKER, 
Ex- Joszrn Sutra, | Parascx & Sovrn- 
os Haszas Conrvs. Counsel for 
urn. 
Mu. Mason, Counsel for Revxoxns, 


This case came before the court upona re- 
turn to a writ of babeas corpus, which was i- 
sued by taie court, on the 30th ef June, 1843, 
upon the petition of Joseph Smith, Senior, os 
follows: 

Strate or Iron, 
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Court, of the City || nor is he legally suthorized by the said 


Your petitioner, Joseph Smith, Senior, who 
nae been arrested by, amd under the name of 
Jae Smith, Junior, states on oath, that he is 
new detained as u prisoner, and in the custody 
of Joseph H. Reynolds, in tho said city of Nau 
veo, apd state of Illinois, who claims to be the 
agent of she state of Missouri, and that your pe- 
(itiotmer was arrested by one Harman G. Wil- 
aon, by virtue of what purports to be a warrant 
issued by His Excellency, Thomas Ford, Gov- 


exnor of the state of Hjinmois, in the county of 


Lee, and state of Illinois, and by aid Wilson, 
yous petitioner wes delivered inte the custody 
of d Joseph H. Reynolds, et and within the 
county of Lee, aforeasid; that seid supposed 
warrant, so issued by His Excellency, Thomas 

Ferd, Governor as aforesaid, and the errest 
thereupon, end the imprisonment consequent 
thereupon, by said Wilson, ‘and afte: ward 
by seid Joseph H. Reynolds, ie illegal, and 
in violation of law, and without the author- 
ity ef law, ashe is inſormed and verily be- 
lieves, for the following, besides other rea- 
sans, to wit: 

let. The said supposed * eo issued by 
the said Governor of the State of Illinois, as 
aforesaid, does not confer any authority to ar- 
rest your petitioner, for that it commande the 
offeers therein named, to arrest one Joseph 
Smith, Junior, whereas, the nome of your pe- 
titioner is Joseph Smith, Senior, and your peti- 
tener avers thet he is not known and reputed 
by the name of Joseph Smith, Junior, 

- 2nd. The seid supposed warrant is defective 
and void, for that it dess mot recite that the 
Joseph Smith, Junior, mentioned therein, has 
been demanded by the Executive of the State 
of Missouri, of the Executive of the State of 

Ird. Seid supposed warrant, is defective and 
void, for that it doés not state that said Joseph 
Smith , Junior, merein named, has been indicted 
or that any other legal accusation of any oflence 
bas been legally preferred, and is os pending 

against him in the taid State of Missouri. 
Ack. It le defective and void , for that it does 
not show that any legs) foundation was fur- 
nished by the Executive of the State of Mis. 
souti, upon which to issue the seme; and your 
petitioner avere that the same was issued wich- 
eut due authority of law. 

_ Sth. Said eupposed warrant ia in other ro- 
aspects defective and void. 

6th. The said Joseph H. Reynolds, has no 
wuthority to detain your peti 
for thet he ie not an the Grate 


Governor of the State of Illinois, or otherwise, 
as the agent of the State of Missouri, in the 
State of Illinois, or in any other character and 
capacity to imprison yours petitioner within the 
said State of Illinois. 

7th. Your petitioner before the making of 
the seid arrest upon which he is now detsined 
end imprisoned, hed been erresied for the same 
cause, end upon a charge for the same offence, 
for which he is now arrested and imprisoned, 
by virtue of @ warrant issued by the Governer 
of the said State of Illinois, upon a requisition 
of the Executive authority of the said State of 
Missouri, and was discharged from said arrest 
and imprisonment by judgement of the Cir 
cuit Court of Warren county, at a court holden 
in the said county of Warren, in or about the 
month of June, A. D. 1841, in such manner 
ae not to be liable to the said second arrest * 
the same cause. 

Sth. Your petitioner is nota fugitive — 
justice, and bas not fled from the justice of the 
said State of Missouri, and he is not guilty anc 
has not been guilty ef treason in or -_ 
the said State of Missouri. 

9th. Your petitioner was not, and has net 
been within the limits of the said State of Mis- 
souri, for) more than four years next, beſote 
the making of id test and imprisonment 
whereby he ie now detained, nor for or during 
four youre before amy indietment or other legal 
accusation wes preferred against him. 

10th. Your petitioner avers that the sup- 
posed warrant, so issued by the said Governor 
of the said State of Illinois, and under color of 
which your petitioner ie pow imprisoped, and 
the document purporting to be an authority to 
receive the ssid Joseph Smith, Junior, are 
wholly defective and insufficient to legally au- 
thorize the arrest and imprisonment of your pe- 
titioner: Copies of which supposed warrant and 
the supposed authority from the Executive of 
the State of Missouri are hereunto annexed. 

Wherefore, your petitioner prays thata writ 
of habeas corpus may be awarded, ditected 10 
the said Joseph H. Reynolds, commanding him 
that he bring your petitioner forthwith and 
without deley, beſore this honorable court, to- 
gether with the causes of his caption and de- 
tention, in order that your petitioner may be 
dealt with according‘o law; and your petition- 
er as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

JOSEPH was" en. 

Subscribed and sworn to bef N 1 80 

ity of Nauvoo, © 
lilinois . JAMES SLOAN, 


day of June, A. D. 1843, at the 
Clerk of the Mugicipal Court, of the! City of 
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bum to and deliver bim to the 
county in the State of Missouri, and thet the 
witbin detention referred to, is the same refer | 
application has been made before Ern H. REYNOLDS. 2 
the Municipal eaid — ‘Nauvoo, June 30th, A. D. 1943. 
aves, (who. is. „led jn, the warrant by 
which he is held in custody, Joseph Smith Ju-] Know ye chat I, Thomas Reynolds, Gover- 
mot.) is in the custody of Joseph H. Reynolds} nor of the State of Missouri, having fall trast 
Theee one therefore 0 command the id Je- and confideneein the integrity and abilities of 
soph H. Reynolds to safely have the body off joseph H. Reynelds,do hereby constitute and 
the aaid Joseph Smith Sealer, who is atyled Je- ppbnt him ee the agent of the said State of 
zeph Smith Junior, in bis custody detained, 4 Missouri, to proceed to the State of Hlinois, fer 
it ja paid, together with the day and eue ot bis the purpose of receiving from the proper au- 
eaptign and detention, by whatever name the} horities of that State, one Joseph Stith, Ir. 
said Joseph Smith Senior may be known or charged with treason by him committed against 
ealled, before the Municipal Court of said city} the State of Missouri, and us having bed fiom 
forthwith, to abide auch order ag the anid Court} justies tothe State of Iilinois, and 1 de here- 
shall make in their bebalf: and further, if the by authorise and ditect ssid Joseph H. Rey- 
said Joseph H Reynolds or other person or per. Holde te convey said Joseph Smith Jr, from 
eons haying said Joseph Smith Senior of said the ate of Hiinois, and deliver him to the 
sity of N custody, aball refuse, or neg- custody of the sheriff of Davies county th the 
lect to comply with the provisions of this writ, Suu of Missouri. 
you, the Marshall ef said City, or other person In testimony whereof, I have hereunto 
authorized to serve me, are hereby reqai- ‘set my hend, and caused to be ed th. 
red to arrest the person or persons so te great seal of the State of Minsoutic: 
er neglecting to comply ea aforesaid, and bring Done at the City of Jefferson this 18:h day of 
him or them, together with the person or per- June in the year of our Lord one thousaad eight 
one in bis or their custody, forthwith before [hundred snd forty-three. 
the Municipal Court aforesaidyto be. dealt with || By the Governor, THO. REYNOLDS. 4 


according to law; and hereia fail nt, and bring L. 
this writ witb you, well Secretary of State. 
* Witness, James Sloan, Clerk of the Thomas Ford, Governor of the State of IMineie, eo 


Musicipal Court at Neuvoo, this Zoch to all Sheriffs and Coastables of any county 
. day of June in the year of our;Lord] ef the State, and to Harmon G. Wilson, of 

one thousand eight hundred and ſorty- the county of Hancock, greeting: 1 
three, Whereas it has been made known to me 

| _ JAMBS SLOAN, Clerk. che Executive authority of the State of Mic- 
I, Joseph H. Reynolde, the within named,/isquri, that one Joseph Smith, Junior, stands 
do hereby returo this writ, with the body oi charged with the crime of treasen, ageinss the 
Joseph Smith, with the follawiag cause of cap-|| State of Missouri, and alleged that Joseph 
tion and deteution, to wit; The within named Smith Jonior bas fled from the justice of the 
Jeasph Smith was arrested on a warrang issued || said State of Missouri, and taken refuge in the 
by the Governor of the Sue of Iitinoig, by one State of Illinois, 
Harmon T. Wilson, Constable of Hancock || New therefore 1, Thomas Ford, Governat of 
county, in the State of Litineis, on ide 23d dey || the State of Lilinois, pursuant te the Constitu- 
ef Jume A. D. 1843, 2 copy of whieh warrant|| tion and Laws of the United States and of thie 
berevato annexed and marked t B. and || State, do hereby command you to arrest and ap- 
delivered over to my custody as by || prehend the sad Joseph Smith, Junior, if he be 
said writ. The person of said wes, on|| found within the limite of the State aforesaid, 
anid 23d of June, in the county of Lee and Btate|| and cause bim to be safely kept and delivered . 
of Iilinaie, by the said Wileon delivered over to the custody of Joseph H. Reynalda, Es. 
tommy, cusjody, and thas | received and detain+|) who bas been duly constituted the agent of the 
eff the said Smith in my custody by virtue of «|| anid State of Missouri to receive the id fo- 
eertain warrant attorney isseed oy the Gov- || gitive from the justice of said Stata, be paying 
ernor of the State of Mise a copy of which || all fees and charges for the arrest and appre- 
ie hereto annexed, and mained letter B. direet-|| heneion of said Joseph Smith, Junior. and make 
me te receive the said Smith, and dus rete the Executive thie _ 
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the tn witch this may be the county seat in Davies county; the citizens 


executed. : if who were commonly called Mormons were for- 
Ia testimony whereof, I have herevnto|! bidden to exercise the of franchise, and 
L.s. set my hand and caused the great ea from that unhallowed an affray 
. of the Sts te to be offixed. , commenced, and a fight ensued among the citi- 
Done at the City of Springfield, this ich day zens of that place, and from that time a mob 
of June, io the year of our Lord one thous- | commenced gathering in that eounty 
and eight hundred and forty-three, and of | the extermination of the Mormons; the 
the Independence of the United States the | Smith and myself upon hearing that mobs were 
eixty-seventh. | Collecting together, and that they hed also mur- 
By the Governor, THOMAS FORD. | dered two of the citizens of the same place, and 
Tromrsox would not suffer them tobe buried; the said 


Secretary of State. Sunith ond myself went over to Device county to 

The following witnesses were examined, vis. | learn the particulars of the affray, but upon ouf 
HyramBmith, Parley P. Pratt, Brigham Young, | arrival at Diahman, we learned that none were 
George W. Pitkin, Lyman Wight, and Sidney || killed but several were wounded—we tarried all 
Rigdon. | night at Col. Lyman Wight’s, the next morning 

Hrsum Surru sworn. Said that the defen- the weather being very warm and having been 
dant now in court is his brother, and that bi, very dry for some time previously, the springs 
name is not Joseph Smith Junior, but his name and wells in that region were dried up; on 
is Joseph Smith Senior, and has been for more || mounting our horses to return, we rode up to 
than two years past. Ihave been acquainted || Mr. Black's, who was then an acting Justice of 
with him ever since he was born, which was the Peace, to obtain some water for ourselves 
thirty-seven years in December last, and I have || and horses; some few of the citizens accompa- 
not been absent from him at any one time, not || nied us there, and after obtaining the refreshment 
even the space of six months since his birth, to of water, Mr. Black was asked by said Joseph 
my recollection, and have been intimately ac- || Smith Senior, if he would use his influence to 
quainted with all his sayings, doings, busines: || see that the laws were faithfully executed and 
transactions and movements, as much as any to put down mob violence, and he gave us a pa- 
one man could be acquainted with another man’s || per, written by his own hand, stating that he 
busines up to the present time, and do know | would 00 He also requested him to call to- 
that he has not committed treason against any || gether the moet influential men of the county om 
State in the Union, by any overt act, or by the next day that we might have an interview 
levying war, or by aiding and abetting, or as- with them; to this he acquiesced, ond according- 
sisting an enemy in any State in the Union. iy the next day they assembled at the house of 
and that the said Joseph Smith Senior has not Col. Wight and entered into a mutual covenant 
committed treason in the State of Missouri, no’ | of peace, to put down mob violence and to pro- 
violated any law or rule of said State, I being || tect each other in the enjoyment of their rights: 
personally acquainted with the transactions and after this we all parted with (he best of feelings 
doings of said Smith whilst he resided in said || and each man returned to his own home. This 
State, which was for about six months in the mutual agreement of peace however did not last 
year 1838 ; I being also a resident in said State || long; for but a few days afterwards the mob be- 
during the iod of time, and I do know || gan to collect again until several hundreds rene 
— — wes thioes dezvoused at Millport, a few miles distant from 
to military duty in any State, neither was he in D'sghman, They immediately commenced mo- 
e State of Missouri, he being exempt by the king aggressions upon the citizens called Mor- 
amputation or extraction of a bone from his leg, mons, taking away their hogs and cattle, and 
and by his having a license to preach the Gos- || threatening them with extermination or utter ex- 
v, or being in other words a minister of the tinction; saying that they had a cannon and there 
Gospel, and Ido know that said Smith never should be no compromise only at its mouth: fre- 
bore arms, asa military man, in any capacity || quently taking men, women and children prison- 
whatever, whilst in the State of Missouri, or pre- ers, whipping them and lacerating their bodies 
vious to that time; neither has he given any or- with hickory withes, and tying them to trees and 
ders or assumed any command in any capacity || depriving them of food until they comfpel- 
‘whatever; but Ido know that whilst he was in led to gnaw the bark from the tree to whieh 
‘the State of Missouri, that the People commonly they were bound in order to sufitain life; treating 
called Mormons, were threatened with violence |! them in the most manner they could in- 
r vent or think of, und doing every thing they 
day in August 1838, at the electic could to excite the indignation of the Mormoa 
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bat who had added to his number out of the sur- 
rounding counties about a hundred more, which 
made his force about 150 strong, was stationed 
at Crooked Creek. sending out his scouting par- 
ties, taking men, women and children prisoners, 


found the facts were true as reported to him;—| 
driving off cattle, hogs and horses, entering into 


that the citizens of that county were assembled 
together in a hostile attitude to the amount of 
two or three hundred men, threatening the utter 
extermination of the Mormons, he immediately 
returned to Clay county and ordered out a suffi-/ 
cient military force to quell the mob. Imme-} 


aga 
soon after: we again applied for military aid, 
when General Doniphan came out with a force || ing, saying that “they calculated to drive the 


hell. Gillum also was doing the same on the 


in sueh a state of insubordination that he said he 
could not control them, and it was thought ad- north west side of Far West; and Sashall Woods, 


visable by Col. Hinkle, Mr. Rigdon and oth-||a Presbyterian minister, was the leader of the 
ers that they should return home; General Don- mob in Davies county; and a very noted man of 
iphan ordered Col. Hinkle to call out the mili- the same society was the leader of the mob in 
tia of Caldwell and defend the town against the || Carroll county; and they were also sending out 
mob, for said he, you have great reason to be their scouting parties, robbing and pillaging 
alarmed, for he said Neil Gillum from the Platte Houses, driving away hogs, horses and cattle, 
country had come down with 200 armed men taking men, women and children and carrying 
W up their station at Hunter’s mill, } 


| them off, threatening their lives and subjecting 


vent or think of. 
eder thie state of alarm, excitement and 


of the town of Far West, and also that an armed 
force had collected again at Millport, in Davies ,. 
county, consisting of several hundred men, und 
that another armed force had collected at De-| 

Witt, in Carroll county, about 50 miles ee 
east of Far West, where about 70 families of the 
Mormon people had settled upon the bank of 
the Missouri river at a little town called De- 
Witt: Immediately a messenger, whilst he was 
yet talking, came in from DeWitt, stating that 
three or four hundred men had assembled togeth- 
er at that place armed cap-a-pie, agd that they 
threatened the utter extinction of the citizens of 
that place if they did not leave the place imme- | 
— d that they had also surrounded the 
town and cut off all supplies of food, so that 
many of them were 
Doniphan seemed to be v 
appeared to be willing to do 
ist, and to relieve the sufferings'6f the 


iat he eared He could not render them any 


The people of DeWitt were obliged to leave 
their homes and go into Far West; but did not 
until after many of them had starved to death for 


7 24 
d to rescue them, 11 order that they might people; he advised that a petition be immedibte. ) 
make that a pretext of an accusation for the] ly got up and vent to the Governor. A petition 
breach of the law and that they might the better |] was accordingly prepared and a messenger 2 | 
excite the prejudice of the populace and thereby || patched immediately to the Governor, and un- 
get aid and assistance to carry out their hellish} other petition was sent ta Judge King. ‘The 
purposes of extermination. Immediately on the | Mormon people throughout the country were in 
authentication of these facts, messengers were a great state of alarnr, and also in great distress; : 
despatched from Far West to Austin A. King, they saw themselves completely surrounded ö 
1 the fifth judicial district of the State with armed forces on the north and on the north , 
of Missouri, and also to Major General Atchi- |] west and on the south, and also Bogard, who ( a 
son, Commander-in-chief of that division, and was 2 Methodist preacher, and who was then a | 
Brigadier General Doviphan, giving them inſor- captain over 4 militia company of 50 soldiers, 
mation of the existing facts, and demanding im- 
assistance. Gen. Atchison returned 
the messengers and went immediately to 
Diahman and from thence te Millport, and he | 
every house on Leg and Long Creeks, rifling 
their houses of their most precious artieles, such 
as money, bedding, and clothing, taking all their 
old muskets and their rifles or military imple- 
ments,threatening the people with instant death if 
diately after they were dispersed and the army || they did not deliver up all their precious things, 
of sixty armed men to Far West; but they were || people into Far West, and then drive them to 
eer? 


had no habi- 
tations or houses te sbelter them, and were hud- 
died together, some in tents and others under 
blankets, while ethers had no shelter from the 
inclemepcy of the weather. Nearly two months 
the people had been in this awful state of con- 
sternation, many of them had been killed, whilst 
others bed been whipped untill they had to 
swathe up their bowels to prevent them from 
falling, out. About this time, General Parks 
— whe wes 
one of the commissioned officers who was sent 
aut to Diahman, and I myself and my brother 
Joseph Smith Senior, went out at the same time. 
On the evening that General Parks arrived at 
Diahman, my brother, the late Don Carlos 
Smith’s wife came in to Col. Wight's about e- 
leven o'clock at night, bringing her two chil- 
dron along with her, one about two years and a 
half old, the other a babe in her arms. She came 
in op foot, a distance of three miles, and waded 
waist deep, and the snow about 3 inches deep. 
She stated that a party of the mob, a gang of ruf- 
fians, hed turned ber out of doors, had taken her 
household goods and had burnt up her house, 
and she had escaped by the skin of her teeth.— 
Her husband at that time was in Virginia, and 
she wes living alone. This cruel transaction ex- 
cited the feelingsof the people in Diahman, es- 
pecially Col. Wight, and he asked Gen. Parks, 
in my hearing, dum long we had got to suffe: such 
base violence? Gen. Parks said be did not know 
how long. Col. Wight then asked him what 
should be done? Gen. Parks told him “he 
should take a company of men, well armed, and 
go and disperse the mob wherever he should find 
any collected together, and take away their 
arms:” Col. Wight did so precisely, eccording 
to the orders of Gen. Parks. And my brother 
Joseph Smith Sen. made no words about it.— 
And after Col. Wight had dispersed the mob and 
put a stop to their burning houses belonging to 
the Mormon people and turning women and chil- 
dren out of doo, which they had done up to 
that time to the amout of 8 or 10 houses which 
were consumed to ashes—after being cut short 
2 the mob started up a 
“They went to work and moved their 
miljes out of the county and set fire to their 
_-houges, und not being able to incense the Mor- 
mons to commit crimes; they had recourse to 
this stratagem to set their houses on fire and 
send runners into all the counties adjacent, to 
declare to the people that the Mormons had burnt 
up their houses and destroyed their fields, and 
if the people would not believe them, they w 
tell them to go and see if what Sarees 


People came to sep, The 
and being 155 


ng ty they could not be made to wich ed 
that the Mormons set them on fire, which 
was most diabolical and of the blackest kind, for 
indeed the Mormons did not set them on fire, ‘see 
meddle with their houses or their fields. And 
the houses that were burnt, together with the 
pre-emption rights, and the corn in the fields, 
had all been previously purchased by the Mor 
mons of the people and pald for in money and 
with waggons and horses and with other 
pefty, about two weeks beiore; but they 
not taken possession of the premises; bat this 
wicked transselion was for the purpose of en- 
destinely exciling the minds fs prejudiced 
populace and the Executive, that they might 
get an order, that they could the more easily 
carry out their hellish purposes, in expulsion 
extermination or utter extinction of the Mor- 
mon people. After witnessing the di 
situation of the people in Diahman, my brother 
Joseph Smith Senior and myself returned back 
to the city of Far West, and immediately des- 
patched a messenger, with written documentss 
to General Atchison, stating the facts as they 
did then exist, praying for assistance if possi- 
ble, and requesting the editor of the “Far 
West” to insert the same in his newspaper, but 
he utterly refused todoso. We still belfeved 
that we should get assistance from the Gover- 
nor, and again petitioned him, preying for as- 
sistance, setting forth our distressed situation; 
and in the mean time the presiding Judge of 
the County Court issued order - upon affidavits 
made to him by the cilizens—to the Sheriff of 
the county, to order out the Milius of the coum 
ty to stand in constant readiness, night and day, 
to prevent the citizens from being massacred, 
which fearful situation they were exposed te 
every moment. Every thing was very por- 
tentious and alarming. Notwithstanding all 
this, there was a ray of hope yet existing in the 
minds of the people that the Governor would 
render us assistance; and whilst the le 
were waiting anxiously for deliverance—m 
women and children frightened, praying an 
weeping—we beheld ata 12 crossing the 
prairies and approaching the town, a large army 
in military array, brendishing their giittering 
words in the sunshine, and we could not but 
feel joyful for e moment, thinking that proba- 
bly the Governor had. sent an armed force to 
our relief, notwithstanding the awful 2 
inge that pervaded our breasts. But to of great 
surprise, when the army arrived they came up 
and formed a line doub'e file in one hal¢ 
mile on the ent gf the city of Far West, and 


‘Geapatehed three messengers with a white flag 
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uin Morey with afew other, whose 
names I do not pow recollect. | was myself 
ag close by, and gould very distinetly 
hear every, word they said, Being filled with 
anxiety, | rushed forward to the spot, expecting | 
to hear good news—but alas! and heart-thrilling| 
every soul that beard them—they demanded 
<hree persons to be brought out of the city be- 


— — —ꝓ— 
ion with the, main body. Mr, Rich thes rey 
turped to the city, giving ‘bis information. 
The Colonel immediately deapatched @ second 


messenger with s white (o request another 


injerview with General Doniphan, in order te 
vouch his sympathy and compassion, and if 
it were possible, for aim to use his best endea- 


fore they should massacre the reat. The aames vors to preserve the lives of the people. On 


ef the persons they demanded, were Adem the return of this messenges, we learned that, 


taer, Juha Cleminson and bis wife. Im- several persons had been killed by some of the 
mediately the three persons were brought for }soldiers whe were under the command of Gen- 
hold an injeryiew with the officers who had Lucas. Ome Mr. Carey had hie braine 
made the demand, and she officera told them |/kpecked out by the bete a gun, and be lay 
(bed now chance to ade their lives, ſor bleeding several hours, but his family were not 

y calculated to degiroy the people and lay permitted to approach him, ner any ene else ai. 
Whe city in ashes. They replied tv the officers,|| lowed to administer relief to him whilet he lay 
and ssid, If the people must be destroyed, || upon, the ground, in the agonies of death. Mr. 
andthe eity burned to ashes, they would re- bad just arrived in the country, ftem the 
main in the city and die with them.” The of- | State of Obie, only a tow hours previous ta the 
ficers immediately returned, and the army te- arrival of the army. He had a family, 
treated and encamped about a mile anda half ing of a wife and several mall children... He 
from the city. A messenger was immediately | wee buried by Lucius N. Scovil, whe is sow 
despaiched with a White flag from the Colonel the senior warden of the Nauvoo Lodge. An- 
ef the Militia of Far West, requesting an in- other mag, of the name of John ‘Tannes, wes 
terview with General Atchisea and General || knocked va the head at the same time, and hie 
Doniphan; but asthe messenger approached || skull laid bare the width of a man’s hand, and 
the camp, he was shotat by Bogard, the Metb- | he lay, to all eppeamnace, in the sgonses of 
Aist preacher, The name of the measenger || death for several hours; but by the permission 
waa Charles C. Rieh, who is now Brigadier) of General Doniphan, his friends Lrought him 
General in the Nauvoo Legion. However, hej out of the camp, and with guwd natsing he 
gsined permission lo see General Doniphan; | slowly recovered, and is now living. There 


be aleo requested an interview with General 
Atchisen. General Doniphan said that Gene- 
ral Atchison had been dismounted by a special 
order of the Governor a few miles back, and had 

sent back to Liberty, Clay county. He 
— that the reason was, that he ( Atchi- | 
aon,) was too merciful unto the Mormons, aud 
Boggs would not let him haye the command, 
but bad given it to General Lucas, who was 
from Jackson County, and whose heart had be- 
come hardened by his former actaof raping and 
bloodshed, he being one of the leaders in mur- 
dering, driving, plundering and buraing some 
two or three hundred houses belonging to the 
“ww im hat county in the years 1833 


Rich requesied General Donipban, to} 
the: people. theas to. be mas 
rod until the next morning, it then being 
evening. He cool y agreed that he would not, 
id that he had not as yet received 
the Governor's order. but expected it. every 
hour, and « N any further move 
watil he had received it; bubjpe would not make 
any promises so far as regatded Neil Gillam? 
army.” he having arrived u few minates pre- 


was snother man, whose name is Powell, whe 
wae beat on the head with the britch of a gua 


until bis ekall was fractured and bis breime rum 
out im two or three places. He ie now ale, 


and resides in this county, but has lost the usd 
of bie senses. Several of his fandly 
were also left for dead, but have since recover- 
ed. These acts of barbatity were ales com- 
matted by the saldiers under the command of 


| General Locar, previous to having received the 


Governos’s order of extermination, 

It was on the eveuing of be 30th of October, 
according to the bes of my recollection, thet 
the army arrived at Far West, the aun abou 
half am hour high. Im «few moments. afters 
wards, Cornelius Gillum errived with his army, 
and fermed a junction. ThisGil.um had bees 
stationed at Huntet'e mille for about twe 
months previous to that \ime—commitiing de- 
ptedations upon the inhebi anis—eapi using 
men, wemen and children. and carrying them 


of as prisoners, lacerating ther bodies with 


jhickory withes. The army of “Gillam” mere 


sed like Indians, some of them were 
than were others, designated 
by red gp. 


and he, aleo, was painted is 


— 
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miler’ mender, with red Spots marked of his, was surrounded with 4 strong guard, and 


face, and styled himself the woman or child was permitted to out 
Cur?’ They would whoop and bebe and ot come in, under the penalty of death. Maty 
yell as nearly like Indiems as they could, aof the citizens were thot in attempting to ge 
continued to do so all that night. In the mor-|}oul to obtain sustenance for themselves und 
ning erly, the Colonel of Miktis sent a mess- familtes. There was one field fenced in, eoo- 
enger into the camp with a white flag, to have f sisting of twelve hundred acres, mostly cover- 
another interview with Generel Doniphan.—|| ed with corn. It was entirely laid waste by the 
On his return, he informed us that the Gover-|| horses of the army, and the next day after the 
nors order hed strived. Geneta! Doniphan || arrival of the army, towards evening, Colones! 
guid that “ the order of the Governor was, to Hinkle came up from the camp, requesting t 


@xterminate the Mormons dy God, but he would || see my brother Joseph, Parley P. Pratt, Sidney 


be dammed if he obeyed that order, but General || Rigdon, Lyman Wight, and George W. Rob- 
Laces might do whet he pleased.“ We imme |jinson, stating thet ‘the officets of the army 
diats'y learned from General Donipleac that!) wanted a with those mes, 
the Governor's order that hed arnved was on- stating that Generals Doniphan, Lucas, 
ly acopy of the original, and thet the origina’ Wilson aud Graham—(hewever General Gre 
order was in the hands of Major General Clark, ham is an honorable exception: he did all be 
who was on his way to Far West, with an ad- could to preserve the lives of the people, con® 
ditional army of six thousand men.” Immedi-||trary to the order of the Governor,)—he, Hie 
ately afer thir, there came into the city a mes- kle, assured them that these generals had pledg- 
senger from Haun’s Mill. bringing the intelli-|\ ed their sacred honor that they should not be 
gence of an awful massacre of the people who | abused br insulted, but should be guarded back 
were residing in that place, and that g force of|| in safety in the morning, ot so soon as the con- 
two or three hundred, deteched from the main |i sultation wae over. My brother Joseph replied 


_ bedy of the army, under the superior command || that he did not know what good he ceuld de 


ef Colonel Ashiey, but under the immediate in any consultation, as he was only a private 
eommand of Captain Nehemish Co npstock.||individual; however be said that he was al- 
who, the day previous, had promised them || ways willing to do all the good he could and 
peace end protection, but on receiving a copy || would obey every law of the land, and then 
of the Governor's order “to exterminate or to leave the event witn God. Ther immediately 
expell” from the hands of Colonel Ash'ey, he |istarted with Colonel Hinkle to go down into 
returned upon them the following day and sur- the camp. As they were going down about 
prised and marsacreed the whole population of | half way to the camp, they met General Lucas 
the town, and then came on to the town of Fer with ee phalanx of men, wih a wing to the 
West and entered into conjunction with the || right and to the left, and a four-pounder in the 
main body of the army. The messenger in-|icentre. They supposed he was coming with 
formed us thet he himself with a few others} this strong force to gusrd them into the camp 
fied into the thickets, which preserved them in sefety; bot to their surprise, when they came | 
from the massacre, and on the following morn- up to Geners! Lucas. he ordered his men to 
ing they returned and collected the dead bodies Surround them, and Hinkle atepped up to the 
of the people and cast them into a well; sud Gen- ral and said, „ These are the prisoners I 
there were upwerds of twenty who were dead agreed to deliver up.” General Lucas drew 
or mortally wounded, and there are several off his sword and said, gentlemen, you are my 
the wounded who are now living in this city.— || prisoners, and about that time the main army 
One, of the name of Yooum, has lately hea hi were on their march to meet them. They came 
leg amputsted. in consequence of wounds up in two divisions, and opened to the right atid 
he then received. He had a bal! shot h-ough f left, aod my brother and his friends were mar- 
his bead, which entered neer his eye and came |i ched down through their lines, with a strong 
ent at the back part of his bead, and enother! guard in fron, and the cxnmon in the rear, to the 
ball passed throagh one of his arms. camp. amidst the whoopings, hollowings, yel- 

The army, during all the while they bad lings end shoutings of the army, which was 
deen encemped in Far West, ‘continued to ley e horrid and terrific that it frightened the la- 
waste ge de of corn, making hogs, therp and ||hebitants of the city. It is imponsible 40 d. 
cattle common plunder, and shooting them |isciibe the frelinge of horror and divtress of the 
down for sport. Oue men shot a cow and took |i people. After being thus, betfhyrd they were 
a strip of her skin, the width of hie hand, fom |i placed under a stréng guard of thirty men, arm- 
het head to her tail and tied it around etree, t cap-a-pit, which they relieved every twe 


dip his halter into, to tie hie horse to. Thecity "hours. ‘There they were compelled e lay on 
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you farewell,’ an 


the cold ground that night, end were told ia 
plain language, that they need never to expt ct 
their liberties again. 80 fer for their honors 
pledged. However, this was as much as could 
be expectéd from a mob under the garb of mili- 
tery and executive authority in the State of 
Missouri. On the next day, the soldiers were 
permitted to patrol the streets, to abuse end 
insult the people at their leisure, and enter into 
houses and pillage them, end ravish the wo- 
men, taking away every gun and every other 
kind of arms or military implomente: and 
about twelve o’clock on that day Colonel Hin- 
kle came to my house with en armed force, 
opened the door and calied me out of Joors and 
delivered me up a4 prisoner unto that force. 
They surrounded me end commanded me to 
march into the camp. I told them that I could 
not got my family were sick, and I was sick 
myself, and could not leave home. They said 
they did not care for that—I must end should 
go. Tasked when they would permit me to re- 
turn. They mede me no answer, but forced 
mo along with tue point of the bayonet into the 
camp, and pat me under the same guard with 
my brother Joseph—end within about half an 
hour afie wards, Amasa Lyman was also 
brought and placed under the ame guard.— 
There we were compelled to stay al that night, 
and lie on the ground: bat along some time in 
the ‘same nigh!, Colonel Hinkle came to me 
and told me that he had bern pleading my 
ease before the Court Martial, but he was afraid’ 
he should not sutceed. He said there 
Court Mer ial then in session, consisting of 
thirteen or fourteen officers, Circuit Judge A. 
A. King, and Mr. Birch, District Attorney; also 
Sashiel Woods, Preehyrerian pries, and about 
20 other priests of the different religious denom- 
inations in that country. He said they were 
determined to shoot as on the next morning in 
thé public square in Far West. I made him 
reply. On the next mornirg about sunrise. 
General’ Doniphan ord r-d his brigade to take 
up ih line of march and leave the camp. He 
eume to us where we were under guard, te 
hake hands « ith us, end bid us forewell. His 
firet'selutation wos. B/ God you have been sen- 
teneed by the court mertial to be shot this 
thorning; bot I will be damned if I will have 
any of the honor of it, or any of tve disgrace of 
it; therefore I have ordered my brigvde to take 
up the line of march and to leave thé cam, for 
Mower it ta be cold blooded morder. end I bid 
d he went avsy. This move- 
ment of General Dobiphaf, made considerable 
excitement in the army. and there was consid- 
erable wh'sperings amongst the officersm We 


ig mestioned by the grard, that the 
Mormons would not be shot this time. Ta « 
ſe moments the guard was relieved with & 
new set; one of the néw guard said that the 
damned Mormons would not bo shot this time, 

for the movement of Genera! Doniphan had 

frustrated the whole plan, and that the officers 
had called another court martial, and bad or- 
dered us to be taker to Jacksom county, and 
there to be executed; and in a few moments 
twolerge wagons drove up and we wére or- 
dered to get inte them, and while we were get- 
ting into them, there came up four or five mewn 
armed with guns, who drew up and snapped 

theirgans at us, in order to kill ue, some flash? 
ed in the pin, and others only snepped, bat 
none of their guns went off. They were im- 
mediately arrested by several officers and their 
guns taken from them, and the drivers drove 
off. We requesied of General Lacas to let us 
4 to our houses and get some clothing; in or- 
der to do thie, we had to be drove up into the 
city. It was with much difficulty that we could 
get his permission to go and see our families 
and get some cluthing; but after considerable 

consultation, we were permitted to go under 
a strong guard of five or six men to each of ue, 

and we were not permit'ed to speak to any one 
of our families, under the pain of death. The 
guerd that went with me ordered my wife to 
get me some clothes immediately, within tw. 
minutes, and if she did not do it, I should go 
off without them. I was obliged to aubmit te 
their tyrranical orders, however painfal it was, 
with my wife and children clinging to my arme 
and tothe skirts of my garments, and wae not 
permitted to utter tothem a word of console- 
uon, and in a moment was hurried away from 

them at the point of the bayonet. We wera 
harried back tothe wagons and ordered into 
them , all in about the sane spyce of time. In 
— mean while our father, and mother, and 
sisters, had forced their way tothe wagons to 

get permission to see us; but were forbidden 
to speak to us; and they inmnedive'y drove off 
fer Jackson county. We travelled about twelve 
miles that evening, and encamped for the night. 
The time strong guard Was kept around Gy, 
and wete relieved every two hours, and we 

wete petmitted to sleep on the ground, the 

nights were then cold, with considerable snow 
on the ground, snd for the want of covering and 
clothing, we suffered extremely with the cold. 
That night was a commencement ofa fit of 
sickness from which I have not wholly recov- 
ered unto the day, in consequence of my er- 


voce to the rnclemency of the weather. Our 
the — ——-— 
tened very attentive'y, end frequently o sticks py having no bread in conse. 
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ovl tbe want of wikis grind the grein, 
In the morning at the dawn of day, we were 
foteed on our journey, and were exhibited t 
the inbabitants along” the road; the same as 
they exhibit a carravan of elephania or camels. 
We were examined from head to foot, by men 
women and children, only | believe they did 
not make us open our mouths to look at our 


there hor ihe space a hums, (bere 
ia man who was said to have some nete 
in the penitentiary, bringieg in bis bande 
quantity ol chains and padiockhs. He said 
was commanded by Generel Clark to’ pms 
us in chains. Immediately the soldier ran 
wp and peinting their guns at us, placed 
| theirthumb on the cock, and their Sages. es 


teeth. This treatment was continued inces-|| the trigger; and the stato’s prison. keeper went 


eantly, until we arrived at Indepencence, in 
Jecksoncounty. After our arrival a Iudepen- 


to work; putting s chaisa around the leg efeach 
man, and fastening it on with a padlock, until 


dence, we were driven all through the town for | wo were all chained together, seven of us. 


inspection, and then we were ordered into an | 


In a few moments came in General Clark. 


old log house, and there kept under guard as we requested to know of him what wae, the 
@eusl, until supper, which was served up to us cause of all this harsh and cruel treatment 
as we sat upon the floor, or on billetis of wood, He refused o give us any information at thes 
and we were compelled 10 stay in that house time but said he would in a few days; e 9 


alithat night and the next day. They contin-|| were compelled to continue in that situation; 


ued to exhibit us to the public, by letting the 
people come in and examine us, and then go 
away and give place for others, alternately all 
that day and the next night; but on the morn. 
ing of the following day we were all permitted 
to go to the tavern to eat and tojlcep; but after 
ward they made us pay our own expenses, for 
board, lodging, and attendance, and for which 
they made a most ezorbitant charge. We re- 
mained in the tavern about twe days and two 


camping on the floor, all chained togethers 
without any chance or means to be made com- 


fortable; having to eat our victuals as it wen 


served up to us, using our fingers and teeth in- 
stead of knives and furks, Whilst we were in 
this situation,a yourg man of the name of Gram, 
brother-in-law to my brother William Smith, 
came tosee us, acd put up at the tavern where 
General Clark made his quarters, be happened 
40 come in time to see Genera! Clark make 


nights, when an officer arrived with authority || choice of his men, te shoot us on Monday mern- 
from Generel Clark, to take us back to Rich- ing. the 12th day of November, he saw them 
mond, Ray county, where the general hed er- make choice of their rifles, and load them with 
rived with his army to await our arrival there; [two balls in each, andafter they had prepased 
bat on the morning of our 7" or Richmond, || their guns, General Clark ssluted them by saying 
we were informed by General Wi'son, that it Gentlemen, you shall have the honor of sheot- 
was expected by the soldiers that we would be g the Mormon leaders on Monday morning 
bung up by the necks on the road, while on the at eight o'clock? But in consequence of the i- 
march to that place, and tbat it was prevented || fluence of our friends, the heathen general was 
by demand mede for us by General Clark || intimidated, so that he durst not carry his nuws- 
who had the command in consequence of en- derous designs into execution, and tent 6 mee 
jority, and thet itwas his prerogative to exe-| senget immediately to Fort Leavenworth te ob- 
cute us himself; and he should give us up into] tain the military code of laws. After the mes- 
the hands of the officer, who would take us toll senger’s return, the geueral was employed nest 
General Clark, and he might do with us as he/ily a whole week, examining the laws; so 
pleased. Dering our stay at Independence, the Monday passed sway without our being shot: 
officers informed us that there were eight or however, it seemed like foolishness to me fer 
ten horses in that place belonging to the Mor- go great a man as General Clark pretended te 
mon people, which had been etolen by the sol- de, should have to search the military lew 40 

and that we might have two of them toll find out whether preachers of the gospel, whe 


ride upon, if we would cause them to be sent 
back to the owners afier our arrival at Rich- 
mond. We secepted of them, and they were 
rode to Richmond, and the owners came there 
and got them. We started in the morning un- 
der our new officer, Colonel Price, of Keyw- 


never did military duty, could be subject te 
court martial. However, the general seemed te 
learn thas fact after searching the militeryeode, 
and came into the old log cabin where we were 
under guard, and in chains, and told us hebad 
concluded to deliver us over to the civil 


ville, Chariton county, with sevral other men ities; as persons guilty of treagon, ‘murder, an 
te guard us over. We arrived there on Friday eon, larceny, theft, and dealing. The poor 
evening, the ch day of November, and were ||deluded general @id not know the difference 
thrvgt into an old leg house, wi between theft, Jarceny,and stealing. Acer 
guard pleced ever us. After had been” dingly we were handed over to the pretended 


« 
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hola were taken off, and we were guarded to 
the court-house, where there wos pretended 
ert in een; Avetin A, King being the 
pedge, and Mr. Birch, the district attorney ;— 
the twe extremely and very honorable geatie- 


led up and sworn at the point of the beyonet 
and ifthey would not swear jo the thingw they 
were told todo, they were threatened with in- 
etent death, end I do know, positively, that the 
evidence given in by those men whilst under 
duress, wae false. This state of things wes con- 
tinaed twelve or fouricen deys, aod after that 


dacesome rebutting evidence, saying, if we 
did not doit, we wou'd be thrust into prison. 
1 could Bardly understend what the judge 
meant, fer considered we were in prison al- 
ready, add could not think ofany thing but the 
persecutions of the daysof Nero, knowing that 
it was @ religious persecution, and the court an 


The jwdge made out a subpansa, and inserted 
the themes e those men und caused it to be 
placed iu the bande of Bogard, the notorious 
Methodist minister, and be took fifty armed 
soldiers and started for Far West. I saw the 
subpmna given te him and hie company, when 
they started: In the course of a few deys they 
ve turned with most all those forty men, whose 
names were inserted in the subpana and thrust 
them into jail, and we were not permitted to 
bring one of them before the court, but the 
yedge turned upon us with an air of indignation 
and ‘ssid, gentlemen you must get your wit- 
esses Or you shall be committed to jail imme- 
diately; for we are not going to hold the cour- 
open on expense much longer, for you any how. 
‘We felt very much distressed and oppressed at 
mat time, Colorel Wight said, what shell we 
Oar witnesses are sil thrust into prison, 
and probably will be, and we have no power to 
do any thing, of couree we must sabmit to this 
tyrranny and oppression; we cannet help our 
weives. Several others made similar express. 
jons in the agony of their souls; bat my broth- 
er Joseph did not say any thing, he being siek 
w that time with the tooth ache, and ague io 
his face, in consequence of a severe ould brought 


cof wy being exposed to the severity of the 
sweather: However, it was considered best by 


General Doniphan and Lawyer Reese, that we 
Should try to get so jtnesses before the pro- 
tended court. Aceordingly, I royself gave the 
names of about twenty ether persona; the 


be placed to the hands of Bogard the Metho+ 
dist priest, and he again started off with bis fife 
ty soldiers to take those men prisoners, se be 
bad dene to the forty others The judge sat 
and laughed at the good opportunity of getting 
the names, that they might the more easity cap- 
(are them, and so bring them down to be brust 
inte prison, in order to prevent us from getting 


to prison. | 

The people at Fer West had learned the im 
trigue and had left the State, having been made 
acquainted with the treatment of the former 
witnesses. But we, on learning that wecould 
not obtain witnesses; whilst privately consul- 
ting with each other what we should de, die- 
covered a Mr. Allen, standing by the window 
on the outside of the house, we beckoned 10 
him as though we would have bim come in, he 
immediately came in. At that time Judge 
King retorted upon us again, saying, gentle 
men are you not going to introduce some wit 
nesses; also, sayingvit was the last day ‘he 
should hold the court open for us, and if we did 
against us, he should have to commit us to jail. 
I bad then got Mr. Allen into the house, and 
before the court, so called. I told he jade 
we had one witness, if he would. be 0 geod as 
to pul bim under oath; he seemed unwilling to 
do so; but ater afew moments consultation, 


to try the case, but only a court of investige- 
tion on the part ef the state. Upon this, Gen- 
eral Doniphan arose, and said ‘he would be God 
damned ifthe witness should not be sworn, and 
that it was damned shame that these defen- 
danis should be treated in this manner; that 
they could net be permitted to get one witness 
before the court, whilst all their witnesses, 
even forty at a time, have been laken by force 
of arms, and thrust into the *bull-pew’ in order 
to prevent them from giving their teatimeny.’ 
After Doniphan sat down, the judge permitted 
the witness to be sworn, and eater upon histes- 
timony. But se soon as he began to speak; @ 
man by the name of Cook, Who was a brothermin- 
Jaw to Priest Bogard, the Methodist, and who 
was a lieutenant, apd whose place at that time, 
was to superiniend the guard, stepped in be- 

pretended court, and tookthim by the 
nape. ck and jammed his bead 4. 
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suthories, and the weit morning our, insered them and caused 10 
® 
| 
| 
mew who eat on the court martial when we 
were sentenced t be shot. Witnesses were 
1 
| the truth before the pretended court, of which 
| himeelf was the ebief inquisitor og comspirator, | 
| Bogard returned from his second: expedition f 
| with one prisoner only, whom he aleo thrust in- 
time we were ordered by the judge, to — | 
jmquigition: however, we gave him the names | 
of forty persons who were acquainted with all | 
the persecutions and sufferings of the people. — | 
| the state’s attomey arose and ead he should 
| ebject to that,witness being sworn, aud that he 
| should object to that witness giving in bie evi- 
— — stating that his was not a ¢egurt 
| 
— | 
| 
— TH 
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ep aroend the place where the inquisition was) ty of eating human fiesh, for the space of five 
aitting, to keep the by-sianders from intruding || days, or go without food, except a little coffee, 
epon the majesty of the inquisiterr, end or a corn bread, the latter I ehaseim pret 
jemmed bim along to the door, and kicked him erence to the former. We nose of es perteok 
out of doors. He instantly turned to some sol || of the flesh exeept Lyman Wight; we alse 
diers. who were standing by him, and raid to heard the guard which was pieced over mek- 
them, ‘go and shoot him, damn him, sheot bim: ing sport uf ns, raying hat they had ſod us up 
damn bim.’ on.*Mormen beef.’ I have described, the ap- 

The soldiers ran after the man te choot bim, pesrance of this flesh to several experienced 
he fied for hie with great difficulty || physicians, and they have decided that it wee 
made hisescape. The pretended court imme- human flesh. We learned afterwards, by one 
diately arose, and we were ordered to be car-|| of the guard, that it wae supposed that thas 
ried to Liberty, Clay county, and there to be act of savage cannibalism, in feeding us with 
thrust into jail. We endeavored te find out ſor human flesh, would be considered a popular 
whet cause, but all that we could learn was be- deed of notoriety; but the peuple on learning 
cause we were Mormons. The next morning] that it would not take, tried to keep it seeret; 
a large wagon drove up to the door, and 6 but the fact was poised abroad before they took 
dlackemith came into the house with some || that, precantion. Whilst we were incarcersted 


beine and handcuffe, he said his orders were | in prison, we petitioned the Supreme Court of 


from the judge, to bandcuff us, and chain ur the State of Missouri for habeas corpus, twice: 
together, he informed us thet the judge had but were refused both times by Judge Rey- 
made out e mittimus, and sentenced us to jail || nolds, who is row the Governor of that State 
for tteason; he alte said the judge had done We also petitioned one ef ihe county judges 
this that we might not get bail; he also said] for a writ of habeas corpus, which was granted 
the judge stated his intention to keep us in jail in about three weeks sfierwarde; but were not 
entil all the Mormons were driven ont of the || permitted te have any trial; we were only ta- 
state; he also said that the judge had further || ken out of jail end kept out fore few hours and 
stated that if he let us out before the Mormonr || then remanded back again. In the course of 
had left the state, that we would not let them three or four deys afier that time, Judge Turn- 
leave, and there would be another damned fuss||bam came into the jail in the evening, and 
kieked up; I alo beard the judge say myself,|| ssid he bad permitted Mr. Rigdon to get bail, 
whilet he was sitting in his pretended court |) but said he bed to do it in the night, and bed 
that there wax no lew for us, nor the Mormons, | alee to get away in the night, and unknown to 
im the State of Missouri: that be hed sworn to any of the citizens, or they would kill bim: for 
eee them exterminated, and to see the Govern- || they had sworn to kill kim if they could und 
ors order exeouted to the very letter, and that him: and as to the rest of us, be dared not let 
he would do so; howevor, the blacksmith pro-| us go, for fear of hie pwn life, as well as ours. 


ceeded and pat the irons upon us, aud we were 
ordered into the wagon and they drove off for 
Clay county, and as we journeyed along on 
the road, we were exhibited to the inhabitanta- 
and this course was adopted all the way, thue 
making a public exhibition of ua, until we ar- 
wived at Liberty, Clay County. There we were 
thrust into prison again, and locked up—and 
were held there in close confinement for the 
the spsce of six monthr, nnd our place of lodg- 
ing was the square side of e hewed white oak 


log—end our food was any thing but good and 
decent; poison was administered to us three or 


He said it was damned hard to be confined un- 
der such circumstences, for be knew we were 
innocent men, andhe said the people also knew 
it; and that it wee only « persecution and 
treachery, and the scenes of Jackson county 
acted. over again, for fear that we would be- 
come too numerous in thet upper country. He 
said the plan was concocted from the gaverner 


| down to the lowest judge, and that that damned 


Baptist priest, Riley, who was riding inte towa 
every day to watch the people, stirring up the 
minds of the people against us all he could, ex- 
citing them and stirring up their religious pre 


four times, the effect it had upon our system. judices against us, fur fear they would let us 


‘was, that it vomited us almost to death, and 
then we would lay some two or three days in a 
torpid, stopid state, not even caring or wishing 
for life. The poison being administered ig too 


go. Mr. Rigdon, however, got bail and made 
his escape to Iinois. The jailor, am Tu- 
lery, Esq,. told us also, that the whole plas 
was concocted by the governef down to the 


large doses, or it would inevitably have proved || lowest judge in that uppef country, early ia 


fatal, bad not the powcr of Jehovah in 


j the previous epring, and that the plan was more 


22. to cave un 2 fully carried owt at the time that Generel 
ms — ‘ 


* | | | 
| 
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bdburned, and how many sbeep, cattle and hogs 


health, to be able to help herself for more than 


ather of their exploiw, im murdering the ! 


nus, n piuaderng tneir houses aad carrying 
off their property; at the end of every song 
they would bring in the chorus: "God dems 
God, God damn Jesus Christ, God damm the 
Presbyterians, God damn the Bapiustse, Ged 


Wen down ty Cuy, 
eneral Wilson, Lucas end Gi lam, the self. 
myled ‘Decewang Carr.’ This was some 
time in the mou ch of September, when the 
mod were collected at De Wirt, in Carrol) 
gounty. He also told us that the governor was} damn the Methodists,’ reiterating one sect af- 
now sebamed enough of the who.e transaction) ier another in the same manner, until they 
ead would be glad to st ue at liberty if became to the Mormons, o them it was, ‘God 
dared to do it; but said he, you need not be damn the God damn Mormons; we have sent 
gomcerned, for she governor has laid a plan for} them to hell.“ Then they would slap their hand- 


your release, He also said that Squire Bireh aud shout hosanne, hasanna, glory to Ged, and 
the State’s Attorney, wes appointed to be Cir- fall down on their backs, and kick with their 
euit Judge, on the circuit peesing through Da- feet afew moments; then they would pretend 
vies county, and th; the (Birch) was insiructed | to have swooned away into a glonous trance, ig 
4% fix the papers, 6 that we would be sure to order to imitate some of the transactions et 
be clear from any incumbrance, in a very short), camp meetings. Then they would pretend to 
ume. come out of their trance, and weu d shout and 
dometime in April, we were taken to Daviceagein slap their hands and jump up, while 
eounty, as they caid, to have a trial. but when one would sake a bottle of whiskey and a tum- 
we arrived at that place, instead of finding 6 bier, and turn it out full of whiskey, and peas 
court or a jury, we found another inquisition,||itdown each other's necks, crying ‘dama is 
and Birch, who was the district attorney, the | ,ake it, you must take it;’and if emy one refueed 
same man who was one of the court martial ' to drink the whiskey, others would clinch bim 
when we were sentenced to death, wos now whilet another poured it down his neck, and 
the circuit jadge of that pretended court; and what did not go down the inside, went down 
the grand jury that was empannelied, were all the outside; this is a part of the farce acted out 
at the massacre at Hawn’s Mill, and lively se- by the g and jury of Davies county, whilst they 
tops in that awful, solemn, disgraceful, cool-j stood over us as guards, forten nights success 
blooded murder, and all the pretence they made}jively. And all this in the presence of the great 
ef excuse, was, they had dane it because the] Judge Birch, who had previously said in our 
governor ordered them 10 do it. The same jury] hearing, that there was no law for the Mor- 
satasa jury io the day time, and were placed} mons in the state of Missouri. His brother was 
over us as a guard ia the night time; they taun- then acting ae district attorney in that e¢irenit, 
talized and boasied over us, of their great and ifany thing, waee greater cannibal then 
schievemenis at Hawn's Mills, and at other pla- the judge. Afterall these ten days of drunk- 
ees, telling us how many houses they had enness, we were informed that we were indie- 
ted for treason, murder, arson, larceny, theft and 
they had driven off, belonging to the Mormons, |) stealing. We asked for a change of venve from 
aod how many rapes they had commifted, and that county to Merion county, but they would 
what squealing and kicking there was among} not grant it; but they gave us a change of venus 
the damned bitches; saying that they lashed | from Davies to Boon county; and a mittimus 
ene woman upon one of the damred Mormon} was made out by the pretended Judge Bireh, 
meeting benches, tying her hands and her feet|| without date, name or place, They fitted ue 
fast, and sixteen of them abused her as much out with a two horse wagon, and horses, sad 
as they had a mind to, and then left uF bound | four men, besides the sheriff, to be our guard; 
and exposed in that distressed condition. These there were five of us. We started from Galla- 
fiends of the lower region boasted of these acts|| tin the sun sbout two hours high, P. M., and 
ef barbarity, and tantalized our feelings with || went as far as Diahman that evening and staid 
them for ten days. We had heard of these] till morning. There we bought two borses of 
acts of ciuelty provious to this time, but wel the guard and paid for one of them lu our eleth - 
were slow to believe that such acts of cruelty} ing, which we had with us, and for the other 
had been perpetrated. The lady who was the we gave our note. We went down that day 
sabject of their brutality, did not recover ber] far as Judge Morin's, a distance of some 
or five mies. There we staid until the mern- 
ing, when we started on our journey to Boon 
county, and travelled on the road about, twea- 
ty miles distance. There we Loughta jug of 
whiskey, with which we treated the company. 
and while there the sheriff showed the mit- 


three mouths afterwards. This grand jury 
constantly celebrated their achievements with 
grog and glasé jn band, like the Indian warriors 
at their war dances, singing and telling each 
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Governor Boggs, and Generals!) dreas and pr tection 


mus, ‘before referred to, without date or 
tite, and said that Judge Bireh told him never revealed in the scripti 
u curry us to Boon county, and never to show bed tutnéd dway from 
mitttm de; and sard he, shall take u good tions of their fethére, an 
of gre and go to bed; and you may sééording to the dogmia and commen 
you Wave's mind to. Three others of the those web | | 
paren ‘freely of whiskey, sweet- för money, dnd teach Vor docttine precept 
enn honey they seo went ‘to bed, of then—expectiig thar the tion of 
Werte oor and the other guard vent United States would have protseted 
With ws and helped to saddle the horse in. But sotwithstanding the Motmom 566 
TVs Of us mounted the horses, and the other had purchased ‘Upwards of two 
Wife started on foot, and we took our chenge vnd — worth of land; most of whith « 
for the Siate of TMliwois; and in the éntered and paid for atthe land the 
course of nine or ten arrived safely United” States th’ the Stew ‘of 
Quiftey, Adams county, here we found our although the President Of the United Staten bab 
fa milies ‘in a sante of poverty, although in good |] beefi made acqoninted with thebs feere, 
health; they having been driven out of the particulars of our persecutions and 
stat’ previously ; by the murde tou militia, on- by petition to him, and to Congress—yet the 
Ar the exterminating order of the Executive off have not evn attempted to restore the 
Mis and now, the people of that state, 6 to their Tights, Of given any 
Mon of them, would be glad to make tbe |] that we mey hereaftér expect redtese ffeth 
ple of this state believe that my brother Jo- them. And J % also know, most Fan 
hai committed treason, for the purpose of and assuredly, hat my brother, Joseph 
ping Up (heir murderous and hellish pere Senior, has not been in the State of Missouri 
edition, And they s¢em to be untelenting, and] since the spring of the year 1839. And für- 
thivsting kor we blood of inhocence, for 1 ‘doll ther this Deponent ssith fl. 
most ‘podtively that my brother Joseph * SMITH.” 
has not committed treason, nor violated one Panty P. Pratt worn. Says that he 
solitary nem of law or rule, in the State of Mis- concurs in the testimony of thé preceding wit. 
J 


. 1 | ness, so far ag he is qpquainted with same, 
But 1 do know that the Mormon n en and that Joseph Smith bas not beep known 4 
shasee, were driven out of that State, after be- | Joseph Smith Junior, ‘for the time stated by 
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robbed of all they had. and they barely es- Hyrum Smith. He was an eye-witness 18 


caped With their lives: as well as my brothel of the scenes testified to by ssid Hyram 
Joseph, who Barely éscaped with nis life, bi dating the persecutions of out people In 
family also, Was rubbed of all they bad, andi souri. That during the latter part of eae ; 
barely escape d with the skin of theit teeth, and j and fall of the year 1838, there were large 
all of this in ec ; uence of the externiinating|| dies of the mob assembled in various places» 
order of Governor Bovge, the same being con- for the avowed object of killing, ving, 
firmed by the Legislature of that Steve. And bing, plundering and exterminating the 9 
1 do know—s0 does this court, and every ration | mons, and actually committed many murders 
al man who de acquainted with the cireumstan. | and other depredations, as related by the pre- 
ces, and man who shal! hereafter become} ceding witness. "The Goversor 
iomed, 8 


th the particulars thereof—will|| petitioned, as also the other authorities, for re- 
A At length Austin X. 
Clark, Lucat, Wilson and Gillum, algo Austin King, the Judge of ihe Cireuit Court of the 
A. Klug, have committed treason upon the Fifth Judicial istriet, ordered out ‘some wbere 


izens of Miesobri, and did vio'ate the Constitu-|| near a thousand men for the avowed put 

tion of the United Statee, and also the Consti-|| of quelling the mob and protecting the Mor- 
(ution ‘shd laws of the State of Missouri{ end] mons. These being under arms fot several 

did . and éxpel, at the point of the bayonet, || weeks, did, in some measure, prevent the 7 75 
ome twelve or fourteen thoneadd inbabftante proceedings for some time, after which, 


ngs for My 
, om the State, and did murder some three or King withdrew the force, refusing to put the 


four hundreds of men, women and children in State to further expénsé, for our pro bt 
cold blood, and in the most hornd and cruel|| without orders from the Governor. e mobs 
Mather possible. and the whole of it was caus- then again collected ip grea; n ors in Car 
ed by religious bigotry and persecution, and Caldwell counties, and 


use the Mormotis dared to worshj} Almighty]! pressed their determination to drive the Mor- 
God according to the detitos of th cén-Wméne from the State of kill em. They aa 
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actually drive them from De Witt, firing upon 
eome, and taking others prisoners. They turn- 
ed a man by the name of Smith Humphrey and 
family out of doors, when sick, and plundered 
his house and burned it before his eyes. They 


also plundered the citizens generally, taking — 


their lands, houses and property. Those whose 
lives were spared, precipitately fled to Far West 
in the utmost distress and consternation, Some 
of them actually died on the ay, through ex- 
posure, suffering and destitution. Other par- 


ties of the mob were plundering and burning) 


houses in Davies county; and another party of 
the mob were ravaging the south part of Cald- 
weil county, in a simmilarmenner. The Gover- 
nor was again and again petitioned for redress 
and protection, but utterly refused to render us 
any assistance whatever, Under these painful 
and distressing circumstances, we had the ad- 
vice of Genera's Atchison, Doniphan and Parks, 
to call out the Militia of Caldwell and Davies 
counties, which was mostly composed of Mor- 
mons, and to makea general defence. The 
presiding Judge of Caldwell county, Elias Hig- 
bee, gave orders to the Sheriff of aid county 
to call out the Militia. They were called out 
under the command of Colonel Hinkle, who 
held a commission from the Governor, and was 
the highest military officerja the county. This 
force effectually dispersed the mob in severa. 
places, and a portion of them were se organiz- 
ed in the city of Far West, that they could as- 
semble themselves upon the shortest notice, 
and were frequently ordered to assemble in 
the public equare of said city, in cases of 
emergency. These proceedings against the 
mob being misrepresented by designing men, 
both to the Governor and other authorities and 
people of the State, caused great excitement 
against the Mormons. Many tried to have it 
understood that the Mormons were in open re- 
bellion, and making war upon the State. With 
these pretences, Governor Boggs issued the fol- 
lowing €xterminating order: 


HEAD QUARTERS OF THE MILITIA, 
City oy Jerreason, 
October 


27th, 1838, 


Since the order of the morning to you, directing you to 
come with four hundred mounted men, to be raised within 
eur Division, I have received, by Amos Rees, Esq , and 
Wiley C. Williams, Esq., one of my aids, information 
the most appalling character, which changes entirely the 
fuce of things, and places the Mormons in the attitade of 
an avowed defiance of the Laws, and of having made war 
upon the people of the State. Your orders are therefore, 
to your operations and endeavor to reach Kiehmond 
in i with all possible speed. The Mormons 
n as enemies, and must be exterminated, er 
driven from the State, if necessary for the public 
Their outrages are beyond all description. If you can 
your force, you are authorized to do so, to any ex 
tent you may think necessary. I have just issued orders 
© Major General Wollock of Marion county, to raise five 
men and to march them eto the nurthern part of 
Davies county and there to unite wits General Doniphap 
of Clay—who has been five men tu 
proceed to the same point for the purpose of intercepting 
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In the mean time, Major General Lucas, and 
Brigadier General Wilson, both of Jackson 
county, (who had, five years previously, assist- 
ed in diving about twelve hundred Mormon 
citizens from that county, besides burning two 
hundred and three houses, and assisting in mur- 
dering several, and plundering the rest,) raised 
forces to the amount of several thousand men, 
and appeared before the city of Far West in 
battle array, A few of the Militia then para- 
ded in front of the city, which caused the cow- 
ardly assailants to come toa halt at about 
mile distant, in full view of the town. A 
messenger arrived from them and demanded 
three persons before they massacred the rest 
and laid the town in ashes. The names of the 
2ersons demanded were Adam] Lightner, John 
Clemenson and his wife. They gave no in- 
formation who this army were, nor by what 
authority they came; neither had we'at that 
time any knowledge of the Governor’s order, 
nor any of these movements, the mail having 
deen designediy stopped by our enemies, for 
three weeks previously. We had supposed on 
their first appearance, that they were friendly 
troops, sent for our protection; but on receiv- 
ing this alarming information of their wicked 
intentions, we were much surprised, and sent a 
messenger with a white flag to enquire of them 
who they were, and what they wanted of us, 
and by whose authority they came, This flog 
was fired upon by Captain Bogard, the Metho- 
dist priest, who afierwards told me the same 
with hisown mouth. After several attempts, 
however, we got an interview, by which we 
learned who they were, and that they preten- 
ded to have been sent by the Gevernor to ex- 
terminate our people. Upon learning this fact, 
no redistance was offered to their will or wish- 
es. They demanded thé arms of the Militia, 
and forcibly took them away. They requested 
that Mr. Joseph Smith and other leaders of the 


Church should come into their camp for con- 


sultation, giving them a sacred promise of pro- 
tection and safe return. Accordingly Messrs 
Joseph Smith, Sidney Rigdon, Lyman Wight, 
George W. Robinson and myself, started in 
company with Colonel Hinkle, to their camp, 
when we were soon abruptly met by General 
Lucas with several hundreds ot his soldiers, in a 
hostile. manner, ‘who immediately surrounded 
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the retreat of the Mormous to the north. = 
E= to communicate with you by express. > 
also communicate with them if find it * 
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us, and sct up the most hideous yells that might 
have been supposed to have proceeded from the 
mouths of demons, and marched ur, as priso- 
nere, to their liner. There we were detained 
for two days end nights, and had 20 sleep on 
the ground in the cold month of November, in 
the of rain and mud—were continushy 
surrounded with a strong guard, whose moutbs 
were filled with cursing und bitterness, black- 
guardism and blasphemy; who offered us every 
abuse and insult in their power, both by night 
and day; and many individuals of the army cock- 
ed their riſlea & taking deadly aim at our heads. 
swore they would shoot us. While under these 
citeumstances, our ears were continually shock- 
ed with the relation of the horrid deeds they 
had committed, and which they boasted of.— 
They related the circumstance in detail of hav- 
ing, the previous day, disermed a certain man 
in his own house, and took him prisoner, and 
afterwards beat out his brains with his own gun! 
im presence of their officers. They told of other 
individuals iaying here and there in the brush, 
whom they had shot down. without asse, 
and who were laying, unburied, for the hogs to 
feed upon. They aleo named one or two indi- 
vidual females of oor society, whom they had 
forcibly bound, and twenty or thirty, one after 
another, committed rape upon. One of these 
females was a daughter of a respectable family, 
with whom Ihave been long scquained, and 
with whom [ have since conversed, and learned 
that it was traly the case. Delicacy at present 
forbide my mentioning the names. I also stad 
several of the soldiers acknowledge and boas 
of having stolen money in one place, 7 
and bedding in another, and horses in srother, 
whilst corn, pork, and beef, were taken by the 
who'e army to support the men and horses; and 
in many cases cattle, hogs and sheep were shot 
down, and only a small portion of them used, 
the rest left to waste. Of these crimes, of which 
the soldiers boasted, the general officers freely 
ovavemsed, and corroborated the same. And 
even General Doniphan, who professed to be 
opposed to such proceedings, acknowledged the 
truth of them; and gave us several particulars 
in detail. I believe the name of the man whose 
brains they knocked out, was Carey; and an- 
others individual who had his chest broken open 
and hundred dollars in specie taken out. 
was the same Smith Humphrey whose house 
the mob burwed at DeWitt. 

After the Mormons were all disarmed , Gen- 
eral Lucas gave them a compulsory order for 
men, women and children, to leave the State 
forthwith, without any r 
ing it a merey to spate their lives on these ec n- 
proceeding, 


instead of reiexsing us from cootnement, Hy- 
rum Smith aud Amesa Lyman ware forcibly 
added to our number, as prisoners, and under a 

large military esco:t, commanded by General 

Wilson, before mentioned, we were «ll mareb- 
ed to Jackson county, u distance of between: 
fifty and sixty miles, leaving our families and: 
our friends at their nercy, ina destitute condi- 
tion, to prepare for a journey of more than two 
hundred miles, at the approach of wiater, with- 
out our protection, and every moment exposed 
to robbery, ravishment, end other insult—their 
property robbed and their houses and lands 
already wrested from them. 

We were exhibited like caravan of wild an- 
imals on the way ond in the streets of Indepen- 
dence, and wete also kept prisoners for a show 
for veveral daye. In'the meen time, a Gene- 
rai Clark hed been sent by Governor 
with an additional force of six thousand men, 
from the lower country, to join General Lucas 
in his operations against the Mormons. He 
soon arrived before Far West with his army, 
and confirmed al} Lucas hed done, and highly 
commended them for their virtue, forbesrance 
and other deeds in bringing about so peaceable 
and amicable an adjustment of affairs. He kept 
up the same scene of ravage, plunder, ravieh- 
ment and.depredatiog, for the support and en-- 
richment of his army—even.burning the houses. 
and fences for fuel. He also insisted that every 
man, woman and child of the Mormon society 


‘should leave the State, except such as he de- 


tained as prisoners; stating that the Governor: 
hed sent him to exterminate them, but. that he 

would, asa mercy, spare their lives, end give 
them until the-first of April following, to get 

out of the State. He also compelled them, at 

the point of the bayonet, to sgn a deed of 
trust of all their real estate, to defray the ex- 

penses of what he called “Taz Monmon Wan.“ 
After arranging all these matters to his satis- 

faction, he returned to Richmond, thirty miles 
distan', taking sbout sixty heads of families 
with him, and marching them through a severe 
snow storm, op font, as prisoners, leaving their 
families in a perishing condition. 

Having established his head-qearters at Rich. 
mond, Ray county, he sent to General Lucas and 
demanded us to be given up to him. We were 
accordingly transported some thirty or forty 
miles, delivered over to him, and put in close 
confinement, in chains, under a stro 
At length we obtained an inerview with him, 
and enquired why we were detained as prison- 
ers. {said to him, Sir, we have now been pris- 
oncrs under the most aggravating cireumstan- 
cts for two or three weeks, during which time 


we have received no information as to why we 
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entered our prison and said he had concluded 
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are prisoner, or for what object, as no writ hasy pessage in the sak of 1 } — the 


been served upon us. We are not detained by] passage, which reads us follows: * And the king- 
the civil law. and as ministers of the gospel in dom and dominion, and the gteatness of the 
times of peace, who never bear arms, we cannot] kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be giv- 
be considered prisoners of war, especially as | en to the people of the saints of the Most High, 
there has been no wer. And from present ap- whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and 
pearances, we can hardly be considered priso- all dominione shall serve and obey him’ Dan. vii : 
nets of hope. Why then these bonds? Said 27. On being anewered in the affirmative, the 
he, Yop were taken to be tried. Tried by what judge ordered the scribe to put it down as a 
authority? said I. By burt mertial, replied || strong point for treason; but this was too much 
he. By court martial? ssid I. Yes, said he.— for even a Missouri lawyer to bear; he remon- 
How, says], can men, who are not military | strated against such a course of proceedure, but 
men, but ministers of the gospel, be tried by] in vain. Said he, judge you had better make 
court martial, in this country where every man] the bible treason. After an examination of this 
has a right to be tried by a jury? Ile replied|| kind, for many days, seme were set at liberty, 
it was according to the treaty with General Lu- others admitted out on bail, and themselves and 
cas,on the part of the State of Missouri, and bail expelled from the state forchwith, with the 
Colonel Hinkle, the commanding officer of the || rest of the Mormon citizens. And Joseph Smith, 
Fortress of Far West, on the part of the Mor- Hyrum Smith, Sidney Rigdon, Lyman Wight 
mons, and in accordance with the Governor’s|| and others were committed-to the Clay county 
order, And, said he, I approve of all that Lu- jail for farther trial. Two or three others, and 
cas has done, and am deterthined to see it ful- | myself, were put into the jailat Ray county, 
filled. Said I, Colonel Ilinkle was but a Colo-|| for the same purpose. 

nel of the Caldwell county militia, and com-] The Mormon people now began to leave the 
missioned by the Governor, and the Mormons state, agreeably to the exterminaling order of 
hed no Fortress; but were, in common with Governor Boggs. Ten or twelve thousand left 
others, citizens of Missouri, and thetefore we] the state during the winter, aad fled to the Mate 


recognise no authority in Colonel Hinkle, te of Illinois. A small number of widows, and 
| the poor, together with my family and some of 


sell our liberties or make treaties for us. 
Several days afterwards, General Clark again || the friends of the other prisoners, still lingered 
in Far West, when a small band’of armed men 
to deliver us over to the civil authorities. Ac- entered the town and committed maay depre- 
cordingly we were soon brought before Austin] dations and threatened life; and swore if my 
A. King Judge of the Fifth circuit, where an wife and children, and others whom they named 
examination was commenced, aud witnesses were not out of the state, inse many days, they 
sworn at the poirt of the . and threaten- would kill them; as the time now drew dear 
ed on pain of death if they did not swear to that for the completiqn of the exterminating order 
which would suit the court. During this ex- 
amination, I heard Jadge King ask one of the 
witnesses, who was a Mormon, if he aad his 


end children, and others,fleft the state as best 
they could; wandered to the state of IIlineie, 
friends intended to live on their lands any lon- there to get a living among strangerg, without 
get than April, and to plant crops? Witness a husband, father, or protector. Myself and 
replied, why not? The Judge replied, Lf you|| party still remained in prison, after all the osh- 
onee think to plant crops or to occupy your| er Mormons had left the state; and wen Mr. 
lands any longer than the first of April, he] Smith and his party, had escaped to bring up 
citizens will be upon you; they will kill vou the rear. In June, by change of venue, we 
every one, men, women and children, and were removed from Ray county, to Columbia. 
leave you te manure the ground without à bu: || Boon county, upwards of one hundred miles to- 
rial. They have been mercifully withheld ſrom werds the state of Illinois; and by our request 
doing this on the present occasion, bat will got e special court was called, for final trie}; but 
be restrained forthe future. On examining a} 
Mormon witness for the purpose of one hundred miles ſrom the scenes*of 

e charge of Treason against Mr. Smith. predations, yet such was the fact, that neither 
‘He — him congerning our religious | dur frienda or witnesses dared come into that 


faith beta te to attend our trial, as they had been ban- 

First, Do the Mormons ˙· to ighed from the state by the govérnor’s order of 
foreign gations? The witpess answered in the exterminstion; executed to the very letter, by 
affirmative. ithe principal officers of the state, civil and mil- - 


Secendly. Do the Mormbns believe a certain itary. On these grounds, and ae 


of Governor Boggs. Accopdingly, my wife 


j Sotwithstanding were removed more 
we 
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these opportunities to know, I testity that nei- 
ther Mr. Smith, nor any ot der Mormon has the 
least prosp »ct for justice, or to receive a fair and 
inpartial trial in the state of Missouri. If tried 
at all, they must be tried by authorities who 
have trampled all law under their feet, end who 
have assisted in committing murder, robbery, 
treason, arson, rape, burglary and felony; and 
who have made a law of banishment, contrary 
to the laws ofall nations; and executed this 
barbarous law with the utmost rigor an} sever- 
ity. Therofore, Mr. Smith, and the Mormons 
generally, have suffered the end of the law, of 
which they had no choice, and therefore, the 
state of Missouri has no further claims, what- 
ever, upon any of them. 

I furthermore testify that the hes of 
other states, who would assist Missouri, to 
wreak further vengeance upon any individual 
of the persecuted Mormons, are either igno- 
rantly or wilfully aiding and abetting in all 
these crimes. 

Cross examined. He states that he was very 
intimate with Mr. Smith all the time he resided 
in the state of Missouri, and was with him a- 
most daily, and that he knows positively that 
Mr. Smith held no office, either civil or milita- 
ry, either real or pretended, in that State; and 
that he neyer bore arms, or did militery duty, 
not even in self defence; but that he was a 
peaceable, law-abiding, and faithful citizen, 
and a preacher of the gospel, and exhorted al 
the citizens to be peaceable, long suffering and 
slow to act, even in self defence. He further 
stated that there was no fortress in Far West, 
but a temporary fence, made of rails, house 
logs, floor planks, wagons, carts, Kc, hastily 
thrown together, after being told by General 
Lueas that they were to be massacred the fol- 
lowing morning, and the town burnt to ashes, 
without giving any information by what au- 
thority. And he further states that he only 
esceped himself from that state by walking out 
of the jail when the door was open to put in 
food, and came out in obedience to the govern- 
or’s order of banishment, and to fulfil the same. 

PARLEY P. PRATT. 

W. Prrxis sworn. says that he con- 
curs with the preceding witnesses II. Smith 
and P. P. Pratt, in all the facts with which he 
aes that in the summer of 1838 he 

‘elected @periff of the county of Caldwell 
and State of Missouri. That in the fall of the 
same year while the County was threatened 
and infested with mobs, he received an order 
from Judge Higbee the presiding Judge of 
said County, to call out the Militia and he ex- 
ecuted the sane. The said order was presen- 
ted by Joseph Smith, Sen. who showed the 


witness « letter from General Atchinsen 
giving such advice as was necessary for the pro- 
tection of the citizens of said county; reports 
of the mobs destroying property were daily re- 
ceived. Has no knowledge that Joseph Smith 
was concerned in organizing or commanding 
said Militia inany capacity whatever. About 
this time he received information that about 
forty or fifiy ““Yauger-Rifles” and a quantity of 
amunition were being conveyed through 
Caldwell to Davies County for the use of the 


mob: Upon which he deputized William All- 


red to go with a company of men and to inter- 
cept them if possible, he did so and brought the 
suid arms and amunition into Far West which 
were afterwards delivered up to the order of 
Austin A. King, judge of the fifth circuit in 
Missouri. 


It was generally understood at that time that 


said arms had been stolen by Neil Gillum, and 
his company of volunteers, who had been upon 
a six months tour of service in the war between 
the United States and the Florida Indians, they 
were supposed to have been taken from the 
Fort at “Tampa Bay, “and brought to Rich- 
mond Clay County and that Captain Pollard 
or some other person loaned them to the mob 
—He further says that whilst in office as sher- 
riff he was forcibly and illegally compelled by 
Lieutenant Cook, the son in law or brother in 
law of Bogard, the Methodist Priest—to start 
for Richmond and when he demanded of bim 
by what authority he acted he was shown 2 
Bowie knife and a brace of Pisto!s—And when 
he asked what they wanted of him he said they 
would let him know When he got to Richmond. 
Many of the citizens of Caldwell County were 
takenin the same manner without any legal 
process whatever and thrust into prison. 
GEORGE W. PITKIN: 
Bricnam Youne sworn. Says that, so faras 
he was acquainted with the facts stated by the 


previous witnesses, he concurs with them, and 
that he a¢eompanied Mr. Joseph Smith into the 


State of Missouri, and arrived at Far West on 
the 14th day of March, 1838, and was neigh- 
bor to Mr. Smith until he was taken by Gover- 
nor Boggs’ militia, a prisoner of war, as they 
said, and that he was knowing to his character 
whilet he was in the State of Missouri; and 
that he, Mr. Smith, was in no way connected 
with the militia of that State: neither did he 


bear arms at all, nor give advice, but wae a pes- 
ceable, law-abiding, good citizen, and a true te- 
publican in every sense of the word. He was 
wita Mr. Smith a great share of the time, un- 
til driven out of Missouri by an armed force, 
under the extermineting order of Governor 
Boggs. He heard the most of Mr. Smiths’ pub- 
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fic addresses, and never did he hear him give 


advice ot encourage anything contrary to thé 
laws of the State of Missouri; but to the con. 
trary, always instructing the people to be peace- 
able, quiet, and law-abiding, and if necessity 
should compel them to withstand their enemies, 
by whom they were daily threatened in mobs 
at various points, that they, the Mormons, 
should attend to their business strictly, and not 
regard reports; and if the mob did come upon 
them, to contend with them by the strong arm 
of the law; and if that should fail, our only re- 
lief would be self defence: and be sure and 
act only upon the defensive. And there were 


no operations against the mob by the militia of 
Cald woll county only by the advice of Generals 


Atchison, Doniphan, and Parks. 


At the time that the army came in sight of 


Far West, he observed their spproach, and 
thought some of the militia of the State had 
come to the relief of the citizens; but to his 


great surprise, he found that they were come to 


strengthen the hands of the mobs that were 
around us, and which immediately joined the 
army. A part of these mobs were painted like 


Indians, and *“Gillum,” their leader, was also 


* 


DELAW IAR Carer,” and afterwards he. 
and the rest of the mob, claimed and obtsined 
pay, as militia, from the State, for all the time 
they were engaged as mob, as will be seen by 
reference to the acts of the Legislature. That 
there were Mormon citizens wounded and 
murdered by the army under the command o 
General Lucas, and he verily believes that sev- 
eral women were ravished to death by the sol- 
diery of Lucasand Clark. He also stated that 
he saw Joseph Smith, Sidney Rigdon, Parley 
P. Pratt, Lyman Wight, and George W. Rob- 
inson, delivered up by Colonel Hinkle to Gene- 
ral Lucas, but expected they would have refur- 
ned to the city that evening or the next morn- 


ing, according to agreement, and the pledge of 
the sacred honor of the officers that they should 


be allowed to do so: but they drd not return at 
all. The next morning, General Lucas deman- 


ded and took away the arms of theeMilitia of 


Caldwell county, (which arme have never been 


returned.) asruring them that they should be 
protected; but so soon as they obtained posses- 
sion of the arms, they commenced their ravages 


by plundering the citizens of their bedding. 
clothing, money, wearing apparel, and every- 
thing of value they could lay their hands upon; 
and also attempting to violate the ehastity of 
the women in sight of their husbends and 
friends—under the pretence of hunting for 
prisoners and arms, The soldiers shot down 
our oxen, cows, hogs and fowls, at our own 


2 in a similar manner, and styled himself 
e 


doves, taking part away, and leaving the reo 
to tot in the streets. The soldiers also turned 
heir horses into our fields of corn, 

Here the witness was shewn General Clark’s 
speech, which is as follows, viz: r 

“ Gentiemen od whose names are not at- 
tached to this list of names, will now have the 
privilege of going to your fields, and of provid- 
ing corn, wood, &c., for your families. Those 
that are now taken will go from this to prison, 
be tried, and receive the due demerit of their 
crimes; but you, (except such as charges may 
hereafter be preferred agaius},) are at liberty as 
soon as the troops are removed that now guard 
the place, which I shall cause to be done im- 
mediately. It now devolves upon you to fulfil 
the treaty that you have entered into, the lead- 
ing items of which I shall now lay before you. 
The first requires that your leading men be 
given up to be tried according to law; this you 
have complied with. The second is, that you 
deliver up your arms; this has also been atten- 
ded to. The third stipulation is, that you sign 
over your properties to defray the expenses tha 
have been incurred on your account; this you 
have also done. Another article yet remains 
for yon to comply with,—and that is, that you 
leave the State forth-with. And whatever may 
be your feelings concerning this, or whatever 
your innocence is, it is nothing tome. Gene- 
ral Lucas (whose military rank is equal with 
mine,) has made this treaty with you; I ap- 
prove of it. I should have done the same had 
I been here, and am therefore determined to see 


it executed. The character of this State has 


suffered almost, beyond redemption, from the 
character, conduct and influence that you have 
exerted; and we deem it an act of justice to 
restore her character by every proper means.— 
The order of the Governor to me was, that you 
should be exterminated, and not allowed to re- 
main in the State. And had not your leaders 
been given up, and the terms of the treaty 
somplied with before this time, your families 
would have been destroyed, and your houses in 
ashes. There isa discretionary power vested 
in my hands, which, considering your cireum- 
stances, I shall exercise fora season. You are 
indebted to me for thisclemency. I do not say 
that you shall go now, but you must not think 
of staying here another season, or of putti 
crops; for the moment you do thig the citi 
will be upon you; andif I am called here again 
in case of non-compliance with the treaty 
made, do not think that I shall act as I have 
done now. You need not expest any mercy, 
but extermination. for I am determined the G 
ernor’s order shall be executed. As for your 
Leaders, do not think, do notimagine fora mo. 
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ment, do not let it enter into your minds that, knows that Mr. Sith has ever deen a strong 
they will be delivered and restored to you again, || advocate for the laws and constitations of his 
for their fate is fixed, the die is cast, their doom || country—and that there was no act of his life 
is sealed. I am sorry, Gentlemen, to see 8 while in the State of Missouri, according to his 
many apparently intelligent men found in the knowledge, that could be implied or constried 
situation that you are; and Oh! if I could ib- in any way whatever, to prove hima fujitive 
voke that Great Spirit of the unknown God to] trom justice; or that he has been guilty of 
rest upon and deliver you from that awful chain murder, treason, arson, larceny, theft, and 
of superstition, and liberate you from those fet-|| stealing,” the crimes he was charged with by 
tersof fanaticism with which you are bound— | Genera! Clark, when he delivered him over to 
that you no longer do homage toa man. I would |} the civil authorities; and he supposes that the 
advise you to scatter abroad, and never again or- learned general did not know but there was a 
genize yourselves with Bishops, Priests, &c., | difference between “larceny, theft and steal- 
lest you excite the jeglousies of the people and Ing.“ 

subject yourselves to the same calamities that || The witness also says that they compelled 
have now come upon you. You have always] the brethren to give away their property by ex- 
been the aggressors—you have brought upon ecuting a Deed of Trust, at the point of the 
yourselves these difficulties, by being disaffect-|| bayonet, and that Judge Cameron stood and 
ed, and not being subject to rule. Aud my ad- saw the Mormons sign away their property, and 
vice is, that you become as other citizens, lest || then he and others would run and kick up their 
bya recurrence of these events you bring heels, and said they were glad of it, and “ we 
upon yourselves itretrievable ruin.” have nothing to trouble us now.“ This judge 
When asked by the Court if it was correct“ aleo said, God damn them, see how well they 
and after reading it, he replied— |feel now. General Clark also said he had au- 


3 Ten as far as lt for, continued he, II *ority to make what treaties he pleased; and 
7 wae present when that speech was delivered, || ‘he governor would sanction it. 

and when fifty-seven of our brethren were be- The witness also stated that he never trans- 
trayed into the hands of our enemies as prison- gtessed any of the laws of Missouri; and he 


era, which was done at the instigation of our || never knew a Latter Day Saint break a law 
| while there. He also said that if they would 


open and avowed enemies: such as William ; 
MeClellen and others, and the treachery of Co- search the records of Clay, Caldwell, or Davies 
8 they could not find one record of 


lonel Hinkle. Ia addition to the speech refer- || ©° , 

red to, General Clark said that, we must not crime against a Latter Day Saint, or even in 

be seen as many as five together. If you are, Jackson county, eo far as witness knew. 
BRIGHAM YOUNG. 


L ruin Wiest sworn. Saich that he, has 


aaid he, the citizens will be upon you, and de- 

Siroy you; but to flee immediately out of * 
been acquainted with Joseph Smith Senior for 
the last twelve years, and that he removed to 


State. There was no alternative fur them but | 
the State of Missouri in the year 1831, when 


to flee: that they need not expect any redress, | 

for there was none for them. With respect to 

the treaty, the witness further says, that there || the Church of Jesus Chriat of Latter Day Saints 
was oiganized, agreeably to the law of the 

land. No particular difficulty took place until 


never was any treaty proposed or entered into 
on the par: of the Mormons, or even thought of. 

after some hundreds had assembled in that land 
who believed in the Book of Mormon, and Rev- 


As to the leaders being given up, there was no 

such contract entered into or thought of by the 

Mormons, or any one called a Mormon, except || elations which, were given through said Joseph 
by Colonel Hinkle. And with respect to the Smith Senior. After nearly two years of peace 
trial of the prisoners at Richmond: I do not had elapsed, a strong prejudice among the va- 
consider that tribunal a legal court, but an in- rious sects arose, declaring that Joseph Smith 
quisition—for the following reasons: That Mr.||wasa false prophet, and ought to die: and I 
Smith was not allowed any evidence whatever || heard hundreds say they had never known the 
on bis part, for the conduct of the court, as well | man, but if they could come across him, they 
a the judge’ own words affirmed, that there would kill bim es soon ag they would a rattle- 
was no law for Mormons in the State of Mis-|isnake. Frequently heard them say of those who 
souri. And be also knew that when Mr. Smith believed in the doctrine he promulgated, that 
left the State of Missouri. he did not flee from if they did not renounce it, they would exter- 
justice, for the plain reason that the officers and || minate or drive them from the county in which 
the people manifested by their works and their|/they lived. On enquiring of them if they had 
words, that there was no law, mor justice for any prejudice against us, they esid No, but Joe 
the people called Mormons. And further he Smith ought to die, and if he ever comes to 
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this country, we will kill him, God dama him. 

Matters went on thus until some time in the 
summer of 1833, when mebs assemble in con- 
siderable bodies, frequently visiting private 
houses, threatening them with death and des- 
truction instantly, if they did not renounce 
Joe Smith asa prophet, and the Book of Mor- 
mon. Some time towards the last of the sum- 


with the mob, (Colonel Pitcher and Boggs not 
excepted,) going from house o house in gangs 
of from sixty to seventy in number, threatening 
the lives of women and children, if they did 
not leave ferthwith. In this diabolical scene, 
men were chased from their houses and homes, 
without any prepara ions for tbemecives or fam- 
ilies. I was chased by one of these gangs 


ing him out ef his house at the hour of mid- 
night, with many guns and pistole pointed at 
his breast, beating bim most ishumanly with 


clubs and whips; and the same night or night} 


afterwards, this gaag unroofed thirteem houses 


in whet was called the Whitmer Braach of the 


across an open prairie five mile without being 
overtaken, and lay three weeks in the woods, 
and was three days and three nights without 


ifuod. In the mean time, my wife and three 


smal! children, in » skiff passed down Big Blue 
river a distance of feurteen miles and crossed 
ever the Missouri river, and there borrowed a 
tag carpet of ome of her friends and made a 
tent of the same, which was the only shield 
from the inclemency of the weather daring the 
three weeks of my expulsion from home. Hav- 


— 


Church in Jeckson county. These stenes off jag found my family iu this ai tuation, and mak ing 
moboeracy continued to exist wick unabatedſ some enquiry, Ives informed I had been hun- 
fury. Mobs went from house te house, thrust-|j ted threugh Jackson, Lafayette and Clay coun- 
ing poles and rails in at the windows end deore] ties, and aleo the Indian territory. Having 
of the houses of the Saints, tearing down af made the enquiry of my family, why it was 
number of houses, turning hogs, horses, Ke, they had so much against me, the answer was, 


inte cornfields, burning fences, &c. Some time 
in the month of October, they broke into th 


store of S. Gilbert & Co., and I marched up} 


with thirty or forty men to witness the scene, 


and found mom by the name of McArtys) 


brickbatting the store door with all fury, the 


before squire Weston, by seven testimonies, 


and then acquitted without delay. The next 


day the witnesses were taken before the same 


mony of this one burglar, were found guiliy, 


and committed to jail. 
my feelings that I went with two hundred men 
to enquire into the affair, when I was promptly 


met by the colonel of the militia, who stated 


to me that the whole had been a religious farce, 


“He believes in Joe Smith and the Book of 
Mormon, God damm him, and we believe Joe 
Smith to be a damned rascal! !“ Here on the 

bank ef the Missouri river were eight fi | 
exiled from plenteous homes, without one 


| ticle of provisions, or any other means under 
silks, calicoeg, and other fine goods, entwimed/ 
about his feet, reaching within the door of the} 
store-house. MeArty was arrested and taken 


the heavens to get any only by hunting in the 
forest. I here built a camp twelve feet equare, 
against « sycamore log, in which my wife bore 
me a fine sow on the 27th of December. The 
camp having neither chimney nor floor, nor eo- 
vering sufficient to shield them from the incle- 


man for false imprisonment, and by the testi-|| mency of the weather, rendered it intolerable. 
In this doleful condition, I left my family for 
This so exasperated} 


| the American people to know something of the 


the express purpose of making an eppeal to 


toleration of such vile and inhuman conduct, 
and travelled one thousand and three hundred 


| miles through the interior of the United States, 
and had grown out of a prejudice they had im- 


and was frequently answered That such con- 


bibed against said Joseph Smith, a man with} duct was not justifiable in a republican govern- 
whom they were not acquainted. I here agreed ment; yet we feel to say that we fear that Joe 
that the church would give up their arms, pro- Smith isa very bad man, and circumstances al- 
vided the said Colonel Pitcher would take theſf ter cases, We would not wish to prejudge a 
arms from the mob. To this the colonel cheer- Iman, but in some circumstances, the voice of 
fully agreed, and pledged his honor with that] the people gught to rule.” The most & these 
of Lieutenant Governor Boggs, Owen, and oth-|j expressions were from professors of religion; 
' ems. This treaty entered into, we returned and jn the sſeresaid persecution, I saw one 
home, resting assured on their honor, that we, hundred and ninety women and children driven 


would not be farther molested: But this sol- 


| thirty miles across the prairie, with three de- 


| 
— | 
— — — — — 
| 
mer of 1633, they commenced their operations 
of mobocracy. On account of their priests, by 
mating in their prejudicewegainst Joseph Smith 
Senior, as I believe, gangs of from thirty to six- 
ty, visiting the house of George Bebee, ca- 
— 
| 
| 
emn contract was violated in every sense of the crepit men only in their company, in the month 
word. The arms of the mob were never taken of Nov., the ground thinly crusted with sleet, 
away, and the majority of the militis, to myfiand I could easily follow on their trail by the 
certain knowledge, were engaged the next day” bjood that flowed from their lacerated feet!! on the 


— 
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stubble of the burnt prairie. This company 
not knowing the situation of the country, nor 
the extent of Jackson county, built quite a 
number of cabins, that proved to be in the bor- 
ders of Jackson county. The mob, infuriated 
at this, rushed on them in the month of Janur- 
ry 1834, burned these scanty cabins, and scat- 
‘tered the inhabitrnts to the four winds, from 
which cause many were taken suddenly ill, and 
of this illness died. In the mean time, they 
burmed two hundred and three houses and one 


old citizens—that we were to be their servants 
no longer. This raised an apparent ation 
and the first thing expressed in this exciteme: t 
was: “you believe too much in Joe Smith,“ 
consequently they commenced catching the 
Saints in the streets, whipping some of them un- 
til their bowels gushed out, and leaving others 
for dead in the streets. This so exasperated the 
Saints that they mutually agreed with the citi- 
zens of Clay county that they would purchase an 
entire new county north of Ray and cornering 


grist mill, these being the only residences of on Clay. There being not more than 40 or 50 


the Ssints in Jackson county. 

The most part of one thousand and two hun- 
dred Saints, who resided in Jackson county. 
made their escape to Clay couty. 1 would here 
remaik that among one of the companies that 
went to Clay county, was a woman named Sa- 
rah Ann Higbee who had been sick of chills 
and fever for many months; and another of the 
name of Kezish Higbee, who was under the 
most delicate circumstances, lay on the bank 
of the river, without shelter, during one of the 
most stormy nights I ever witnessed, while 
torrents of rain poured down during the whole 
night, and streams of the smallest minutia were 


magnified into rivers. The former was earried 


notoss the river, apparently a lifeless corpse.— 
"The latter was delivered of a fine son, on the 
“Bank, within twenty minutes after being car- 


‘vied across the river, under the open canopy of 


heaven, and from which cause, I have every 
reason to believe, she died a premature death. 
The only consolation they received, under 
these circumstances, was God damn you, do 
you believe in Joe Smith now?” During this 
whole time, the said Joseph Smith, Senior, liv- 
ed in Ohio, in the town of Kirtland, according 
to the best of my knowledge and belief, a dis- 
tance of eleven hundred miles from Jackson 
county, and thinks that the church had but lit- 
tle correspondence with him during that time’ 
We now mostly found ourselves in Clay coun- 
ty—some in negro cabins—some in gentlemen's 
kitchens—some in old cabins that had been out 
of use for years—and others in the open air, 
without anything to shelter them from the 
dreary storms of acold and stormy winter. 

Thus like men of servitude we went to work 
to obtain a scanty living among the inhabitants 
of Clay county. Every advantage which could 
be taken of a people under these circumstances 
was not neglected by the people of Clay county. 
A great degree of friendship prevailed between 
the Saints and this people under these circum- 
stances for the space of two years; when the 
Saints commenced purchasing some small pos- 
sessious for themselves; this together with the 


emigration created a jealousy on the part of the 


inhabitants in this new county, who frankly sold 
out their possessions to the Saints, who imme- 
diately set in to enter the entire county from the 
General Government. The county having been 
settled, the Governor issued an order for the or- 
ganization of the county into a regiment of mi- 
litia, and an election being called for à Volonel 
of said regiment—I was elected unanimously, 
receiving 236 votes, in August 1837. Then or- 
ganized with subaltern officers according to the 
statutes of the State, and received legal and law- 
ful commissions from Governor Boggs for the 
same. 

I think, sometime in the latter part of the 
winter said Joseph Smith moved to the district 
of country the Saints had purchased, and he set- 
tled down like other citizens of a new county, 
and was appointed the first Elder in the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, holding no 
office in the county either civil or military. I 
declare that I never knew said Joseph Smith to 
dictate by his influence or otherwise any of the 
officers either civil or military, he himself being 
exempt from military duty from the amputation 
from his leg of a part of the bone on account of 
a fever sore. 

I removed from Caldwell to Davies county, 
purchased a pre-emption right, for which I gave 
750 dollars, gained another by the side thereof, 
put in a large crop and became acquainted with 
the citizens of Davies, who appeared very friend- 
ly. Inthe month of June or July there was a 
town laid off, partly on my pre-emption, and 
partly on lands belonging to Government—the 
emigration commenced flowing to this newly 
laid off town very rapidly. This excited a preju- 
dice in the minds of some of the old citizens who 
were an ignorant set, and not very far advanced 
before the aborigenees of the country in civiliza- 
tion or cultivated minds, fearing lest this rapid 
tide of emigration should deprive them of office 
of which they were dear lovers. This was more 
plainly exhibited at the Aug. election in the y, 
1838, The old settlers then swore that not one 
Mormon should vote at that election; according- 
ly they commenced operations by fist and skulls 
this terminated in the loss of some teeth, some 


— 
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fiesh, and some blood. The combat being very, his command all-sufficient to quell every Gd 7 


strongly contested on both sides—many Mor 
of their votes; and I was 
followed to the polls by three ruffians with stones | 


A false rumor was immediately sent to Far 
West, such as two or three Mormons were killed 
and were not suffered to be buried. The next 
day a considerable number of the Saints came 
out to my house—said Joseph Smith came with 
them—he enquired of me concerning the diffi- 
culty—the answer was political difficulties—he 
then asked if there was any thing serious—the 
answer was, no, I think not—we then all moun- 
ted our horses and rode up into the Prairie a 
short distance from my house to a cool spring 
near the house of Esq. Black where the greater 
number stopped for refreshment, whilst a few 
waited on Esq. Black—he was interrogated to 
know whether he justified the course of conduct 
at the late election or not—he said he did not, 
and was willing to give his protest in writing, 
which he did, and also desired that there should 
be a public meeting called which I think was 
done on the next day. Said Joseph Smith was 
not addressed on the subject but I was, who, 
in behalf of the Saints, entered into an agree- 
ment with the other citizens of the county that 
we would live in peace, enjoying those blessings 
fought for by our forefathers, but while some of 
their leading men were entering into this con- 
tract, others were raising mobs, and in a short 
time the mob increased to 205 rank and file, and 
they encamped within six miles of Ondiahman. 
In the mean time Joseph Smith and those who 
came with him from Far West returned to their 
homes in peace suspecting nothing—but I seeing 
the rage of the mob and their full determination 
to drive the Chuch from Davies county, sent to 
General Atchison (Major General of the Divis- 
ion in which we lived,) he immediately sent 
Brigadier General Doniphan, with between 200 
and 300 men. Gen. Doniphan moved his troops 
near the mob force, and came up and conversed 
with me on the subject—after conversing some 
time on the subject, Major Hughes came and in- 

General Doniphan that his men were 
mutinizing, and the mob were determined to fall} 
on the Sants in Ondiahman. I having a Col w. 
commission under Doniphan, was commanded to 
call out my troops forthwith, and to use Donia) 


phans own language “kill every Gd d—=n 


¢@——n mobocrat in the county, and if they did 
not feel disposed so to do, to go home or G—d 
d them he would kill every one of them.— 

During these move- 
ments Joseph Smith nor any of those of Far 
West or any other place were not at Ondiahman 
only those who were settlers and legal citizens 
of the place. The mob again assembled and went 
to DeWitt, Carroll county, there being a small 
branch of the Church at that place, but of the 
transactions at this place I have no personal 
knowledge. They succeeded in driving the 
Church from that place, some to the east and 
some to the west, Ke. This increased their ur- 
dor, and with redoubled forces from several 
counties of the State, they returned to Davies 
county to renew the attack, many unwanton at- 
tacks and violations of the rights of citizens took 
place at this time from the hands of this hellish 
band. I believing forbearance ho longer to be 
a virtue, again sent tothe Major General for 
military aid, who ordered out Brigadier General 
Parks. Parks came part of the way, but fearing 
bis men would mutinize and join the mob, he 
came on ahead dnd conversed with me a consid- 
erable time. The night previous to his arrival 
the wife of Don Carlos Smith was drivendrom 
her house by this ruthless mobywand came’ into 
Ondiahman, a distance of three miles, carrying 
two children on ber hips, one of which wu n. 
rising of two years old, the other six or gight 
months old—the snow being over shoe-mouth 
deep, and she having to wade Grand River which 
was at this time waist deep, and the mob burnt 
the house and every thing they had in it—and 
General Parks, passing the ruins thereof, seemed 
fired with indignation at their hellish conduct, 
and said he bad hitherto thought it imprudent to 
call upon the militia under my command in con- 
sequence of popular opinion, but he now consid- 
ered it no more than justice that I should have 
command of my own troops, and said to me, “I 
therefore command you forthwith to raise your 
companies immediately and take such course a, 
you may best in order to disperse the mob 
from this county.” I then ealled out sixty men 
and placed them under the command of Captain 
David W. Patton, and I also took about the 
same number—Capt. Patton was ordered to Gal- 
latin, where a party of the mob were heated, 
and Ito Millport, where another party was loca- 
ted. Land Captain Patton formed the troops 


mobocrat or make them prisoners, and if they] under our command, and General Parks address- 
come upon you give them hell“ he then return- ed them as follows:— 


ed his troops and gave them an address, stating| 
the interview he had with me, and he also said 
to the mob, that if they were so disposed they} 
could go on with their measures—that he con-| 


— 4 — 


“Gentlemen, I deplore your situation—I re- 
gret that transactions of this nature should have 
transpired in our once happy State—your con- 
dition is certainly not an enviable one—surroun- 


ded by mobs on one side, and popular opinion 


‘ 


* 


| 
in their hands, swe g they would kill me if/ 
voted. 
| 
sidered that Col. Wight with the militia under 


= — 

nd prejudice — on the other—gladiy , immediately sent to the Govosnor, with the news 
would I fly to your relief with my troops, but that the Mormons were killing and burning eve- 
I fear it would be worse for you—most of them ry thing before them, and that great fears were 
have relations living in this county, and will not | entertained that they would reach Jefferson city 
fight against them. One of my principal Cap- before the runners could bring the news. This 
tains, namely Samuel Bogard and his men have || was not known by the Church of Latter Day 
already mutinized and have refused to obey my || Saints, until 2200 of the militia had arriven 
command, I can only say to you, gentlemen, within half a mile ef Far West, and they then 
follow the command of Colonel Wight, whom I supposed the militia tobe a mob. I was sent 
have commanded to disperse all mobs found in] for from Ondiahman to Far West—reached there 
Davies county, or to make them priseners and the sun about ene hour high in the morning of 
bring them before the civil authorities forthwith. || the 29th of October, 1838, called upon Joseph 
I wish to be distinctly understood that Colonel — — spre 
— 


Davies. I deeply regret gentlemen (knowing had any conversation with any one cone; 
as I do the vigilance and perseverence of Colonel || the matter—he said he had not, as he was onty a 
Wight in the cause of freedom and rights of man) || private citizen of the county—that he did not in- 
that I could not even be a soldier under his com- terſere with any such matters. I think thet he 


— scutptastina you could not live in M. Hinkle Colonel of the militia in that place 
peace and enjoy the privileges of freedom. 1||called on me in company with Joseph Smith, 
shall pow, gentlemen, return and dismiss my and said Hinkle said he had been in the camp in 
_ ‘troops and put Captain Bogart under an arrest— order to learn the intention of the same, he said 
have the sole charge with Colonel Wight, who they greatly desired to see Joseph Smith, Lyman 
Tdeem sufficiently qualified to perform according || Wight, Sidney Rigdon, P. P. Pratt, and George 
to law in all military operations necessary.” IW. Robinson; Joseph Smith first enquired why 
Captain Patton then went to Gallatin, when |} they should desire to see him as he held no office 
coming in sight of Gallatin, he discovered about jj either civil or military. I next enquired why 
160 of the mob holding some of the Saints in it was they should desire to see a man out of 
bondage, and tantalizing others in the most sean- his on county. Colonel Hinkle here observed 
dalous manner—at the sight of Captain Patton there is no time for controversy, if you are not 
and company the mob took fright and such was into the camp immediately they are determined 
their hurry to get away, some cut their bridle I to come upon Far West before the setting of the 
reins, and some pulled the bridles from their sun, and said they did hot consider us as milita- 
horses heads and went off with all speed, noth- || ry bodies, but religious bodies. He said that if 
ing to prevent the speed of their horses. the aforesaid persons went into the camp they 
I went to Millport, and on my way discovered |] would be liberated that night or very early next 
that the inhabitants had become enraged at the || morning, that there should be no harm done.— 
orders of the Generals Doniphan and Parks, and We consulted together and agreed to go down 
that they had sworn vengeance, not only against —on going about half the distance from the 
the Church but also against the two Generals, camp, I observed it would be well for Generals 
together with General Atcheson, and to carry] Lucas, Doniphan, and others, to meet us and not 
out their plans they entered into one of the most have us go in so large a crowd of soldiers—ac- 
diabolical schemes ever entered into by man, and cordingly the Generals moved onwards, followed 
these hellish schemes were injuriously carried} by 50 Artillery men with a four pounder. The 
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| 
found on the side of mobocracy in the county of || ing to destro us—lI enc i of bim AH he bad 
oie mand in quelling the hellish outrages Ihave told me there had been an order from General 
| witnessed. In conciusion, gentlemen, be vigi- || Atcheson or Doniphan, one to the Sheriff to call 
; lant and persevere and allay every excitement of || out the militia in order to quell the riots, and to 
1 mobocracy. I have visited your place frequent- || go to him he could give me any information on 
179 ly—find you to be an industrious and thriving || this subject, on enquiring ſor him I found him not. 
te 
| 
| 
| out: Frstly, by loading their families and goods |] whole 2200 moved in steady pace on the ‘right 
; | in covered waggons, setting fire to their houses, |] and left keeping about even with the former.— 
. moving into the midst of the mob and crying out General Lucas approached the aforesaid desig · 
the Mormons have driven us and burnt our f nated persons with a vile, base, and treacherous 
houses. In this situation I found the country look in his countenance—I shook hands with 
between my house and Millport, and also ſound him and saluted him thus: “we understand Gen- 
| Millport evacuated and burnt. Rumors were" eral you wish to confer with us a fe' moments, 


will not to-morrow morning do as well” At your die is cast, your doom is fixed, you are sen, 


this moment George M. Hinkle spake and said, f tenced to be shot to-morrow morning on the 


out against Joe Smith, bat as you have not. 
| you will have do share the same fate with him. 
camp. At this moment I believe that there was] I answered, you may thank Joe Smith that you 
500 guns cocked and not less than 20 caps hurst- are not in hell this night; for had it not been 
ed, and more hideous yells were never heard, |i for him, I would have put you there. Some- 
even if the description of the yella of the damn where about this time General Doniphan came 
ed in hell is true as given by the modern sects!) up and said to me; Colonel, the decision is a 
of the day. The aforesaid designated persons damned hard ome, and I have washed my hands 
were there introduced into the midst of 2200), sinst such cool and deliberate murder. He 
mob militia. They then called out a guard of || further told me,thatGeneral Graham and several 
90 men, placing 30 around the prisoners who others, (names not recollected,) were with him 
were on duty 2 decision, and opposed it with all their 
placed on the ground with nothing to cover bu | power; that he should move his soldiers away 
the heavens, and they were overshadowed by by day light, in the morning; that they should 
clouds that moistened them before morning.— || witness such a heartless murder, Colonel, 
I wish you well. I then returned to my fellow 


in the guard and mob militia. Thus the prisoners 


spent a doleful night in the midst of a prejudiced 


from 


army, the camp was thrown into the utmost 
confusion and consternation. General Lucas, 


camp—they | 
Hyram Smith than that he was brother to Joe 
Smith the Prophet, and one of his counsellors as 
President of the Church. The prisoners spent 
— — mre. — — — | ordering him to see them safe to Independence, 
and under the dark shadows of the night Gener- || Jckeon county. About the bour the prison- 
ai Wilson, subsltern of General Lucas, took mer. ¥¢? te have been shot onthe public une 
one side, and said we do not wish to hurt you Far West, they were exhibited in a 
— — — but myself; and it would have broken the heart 
you are too friendly to Joe Smith, and we be- any person possessing an ordinary share of 
lieve him to be a G~d d- d rascal ! and Wight || bumentty, to have seen the seperation. The 
you know all about his character—I said, 14 *ae4 father and mother of Joseph Smith 
sir—will you swear all you know concerning! not permitted to see his face, but to reach ir 
bim said WHson—I will sir, was the answer I wagor 

us the outlines said Wilson—I then us take leave of him. When possing his own 
‘told said Wilson I believed said Joseph Smith to || Bouse, be was taken out of the wagon and per- 
be the most philanthropic man he ever saw and 


— 


| mitted to go into the house., but not without a 
possessed of the most pure and republican prin- strong guard, and not permitted to speak with 


ciples, a friend to mankind, a maker of peace hie family but in the presence of bis guard and 
and sir, had it not been that I had given heed to || his eldest son, Joseph, about six or eight years 
his counsel I would have given you hell before || old, hanging to the tail of his coat, crying fe- 
this time with all your mob forces, he then ob- ther, is the mob going to kill you? The guard 
served: Wight, I fear your life is in danger ſor id to bim, ‘you damed little brat, go beck, 
there is no end to the prejudice against Joe || you will see your father no more.’ The pris- 
Smith—kill and be d——d sir, was my answer. || oners then set out for Jackson county, aceom- 
He answered and said there is to be a court || panied by Generale Lucas and Wilson, und 
martial held this night, and will you attend sir? || about three hundred troops for a guard. We 
I will not, unless compelled by force, was my || remained in Jackson connty two ot threedays 
reply. He returned about 11 o’clock that night and nights, during most of waich time, the 


a nd took me aside, and said I regret to tell yo prisoners were treated in a gentlemanly manner, 


rr. 


e — eee 


them to Jackson county. Consequently, 56 % ² 
|livered the prisoners over to General Wien, 


in the town, all of them having families there, 


hands through the curtains of the wagon, and 


— — — — 


97. 
here General are the prisoner reed to den- public square, in Far West, at 8 o’clock. I an- 
er to you. General Lucas then brandished his swered, shoot, and be d——d. 
sword with a most hideous look, and said youl) Wé were in hopes said he, you would came | 
| prisoners, to spend another night on the cold | 
which excited great laughter and much — (C earth, and the canovy of heaven to cover 
N—ẽä—— The night again proved a dampone. At 
their families and brought prisoners into the 
| 


28 — — — 


und boarded ats hotel, for which they had af. 
terwards, when confined in Liberty jail, to pay 
the most extravagant price, or have their prop 
erty, if any they hed, attached for the same.— 
At this time Genera! Clark had arrived at Rich. 
mond, and by orders from the governor, took on 
himeelf the command of the whole of the mili- 
tia, notwithstanding General Atchison’s com- 
mission was the oldest, buthe was supposed to 
be too friendly to the Mormons; and therefore 
dismounted, and General Clark sanctioned the 
measures of General Lucas, however cruel they 
might have been; and said, he should have 
done the same had he been there himself. Ac- 
cordingly he remanded the prisoners from Jack- 
son county, and they were taken and escorted 
by a strong guard to Richmond; threatened 
several times on the way with violence and 
death. They were met five miles before they 
reached Richmond, by about one hundred 
armed men, and when they arrived in town 
they were thrust into an old cabin under a 
strong guard. I wasinformed by one of the 
guards, that two nights previous to their arri- 
val, Geseral Clark had a court martial, and the 
prisoners were again sentenced to be shot; but 
he being a little doubtful of his authority, sent 
immediately to Fort Leavenworth for the mili- 
tary law, and a decision from the United State's 
officers, where he was duly informed, that any 
such proceeding would bea cool blooded and 
heartless murder. On the arrival of the pris- 
oners at Richmond, Joseph Smith and myself 
sent for General Clark; to be informed by him 
what crimes were alledged against us. He came 
in and said he would see us again in a few 


minutes: shortly he returned and said he would 


inform us of the crimes alledged against us by 
the state of Missouri. 3 
“Gentlemen, you are charged with treason, 
murder, arson, burglary, larceny, theft, and 
stealing, and various other charges too tedious 
to mention, at this time; and he left the room. 
In about twenty minutes, there came in a strong 


guard, together with the keeper of the peni- 


tentiary of the state, who brought with him 
two common trace chains, noozed together by 
puttiug the small end through the ring; and 
commenced chawing us up one by one, and 
fastening with padlocks, about two feet apart. 
In this unhallowed situation, the prisoners re- 
mained fifteen days, and in thissituation, Gen- 
eral Clark delivered us to the professed civil 
authorities of the state, without any legal pro- 
ceũs being served on ve at all, during the whole 
time we were kept in chains, with nothing but 
ex-parte evidence, and that either by the vilest 
apestates, or by the mob who had committed 
murder in the state of Missouri. Notwithstan- 


ding all this ex-parte evidence, Judge King did 
inform our lawyer, ten days previous to the ter- 
mination of the trial, who he should commit 
and who he should not; and ! heard Judge 
King say on his bench, in the presence of hun- 
dreds of witnesses, that there was no law for 
Mormons, and they need not expect any. Said 
be, if the governor’s exterminating order had 
deen directed to me, I would have seenit fal- 
filed to the very letter ere this time. 

After a tedious trial of fifteen days, with no 
other witnesses but ex-parte ones, the witness- 
es, for prisoners were either kicked out of doors 
or put on trial for themselves. The prisoners 
were now committed to Liberty jail, under the 
care and direction of Samuel Tillery, jailor.— 
Here we were received with a shout of indig- 
nation and scorn, by the prejudiced populace. 
Prisoners were here thrust into jail without a 
reguler mittimus; the jailor having to send for 
one some days after. The mercies of the jailor 


were intolerable, — us with a scanty al- 
lowance, on the dregs of coffee and tes, 


his owa table, and fetching the provisions in a 
basket, on which the chickens had roosted the 
night before, without being cleaned; five days 
be fed the prisoners on human flesh, and from 
extreme hunger.I was compelled to eat it. In 
this situation we were kept ustil about the 
month of April, when we were remanded to 
Davies county for trial before the grand jury — 
We were kept ander the most loathsome and 
despetic guards they could produce in that 
county of lawless mobs. Afier six or sign“ 
days the grand jury, (most of whom by the by, 
were so drunk that they had to be carried out 
and into their rooms as though they were life- 
lese,) formed a fictitious indictment, which 
was sonctioned by Judge Birch, who was the 
State’s Attorney under Judge King at our ex- 
parte trial, and who at that time stated that the 
Mormons ought to be hung without judge or 
jury, he the said judge, made out a mittimus 
without day or date, ordering the sheriff to take 
us to Columbia. The sheriff selected four men 
to guard five of us. We then took a circuitous 
route, crossing prairies sixteen miles without 
houses, and after travelling three days the 
sheriff and I were together, by ourselves five 
miles from any of the rest of the company, for 
tixteen miles ata stretch. The sheriff here 
observed to me, that he wished to God he was 
at home, and your friends and you also. The 
sheriff then showed me the mittimus, and he 
found it had neither day or date to it; and said 
the inhabitants of Davies county would be eur- 
prised that the prisoners had not left them soon- 
er; and said he, by God, I shall no: go much 
further. We were then near Yellow creek, 
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and there were no houses nearer one way than 
sixteen miles and {eleven another way; except 
right on the creek. Here a part of the guard 
took a spree while the balance helped us to 
mount our horses, which we purchased of 
them and for which they were paid. Here we 
took a change of venue and went to Quincy 
without difficnlty , where we found our families 
who had been driven out of the state under the 
exterminating orde: of Governor Boggs. I nev- 
er knew of Joseph Smith’s holding any office, 
civil or military, or using any undue influence 
in religious matters during the whole routine of 
which Ihave been speaking. | 
LYMAN WIGHT. 
Stoney Riepox, sworn. Says, I arrived in 
Fat West, Caldwell county, Missouri, on the 
4th of April, 1839, and enjoyed peace and qui- 
einess in common with the rest of the citizens, 
until the August following, when great excite- 
ment was created by the office seekers. At- 
tempts were made to prevent the citizens of 
Caldwell from voting. Soon after the election, 
which took place in the early part of August, 
the citizens of Caldwell were threatened with 
violence from those of Davis county, and other 
counties adjacent to Caldwell. 

This, the August 1838, 1 max date as the 
time of the beginning of all the troubles of our 
people in Caldwell county, and in all the coun’ 
tise in the state, where our people were living. 
We had lived in peace from the April previous 
until this time, but from this time till we were 
all out of the state, it was but one scene of vi- 
olenee following another in quick succession. 

„There were at this time, settlements in Clay, 
Ray, Carroll, Caldwell, and Davis counties, as 
well as some families living in other counties. 
A simultaneous movement was made in all the 
unties where settlements were made in every 
part of the state, which soon became violent, 
and threatnipge were heard from every quar. 
ter. Public meetings were held and the most 
jpflamatory speeches made, and resolutions 
passed which denounced all the citizens of these 
counties in the most bitter and rancorous man- 
ner. These resolutions were published in the 
papers, and the most extensive circulation giv- 
en to them, that the presses of the country were 
capable of giving. 

The first regular mob that assembled was in 
Carroll county, and their efforts were directed 
against the settlements made in that county. 
declaring their determination to drive out of 
the county all the citizens who were of our te- 
ligion, and that indiscriminately, without re- 
gard to any thing else but their religion. The 


would be that they were Mormons, as we were 


called, or rather that they were of the Mor- 


mon religion. This was considered of itself 
crime enough to cause any individual or fami- 
ly to be driven from their homes, and their 
propetty made common plunder. Resolutions 
to this eſſect were made at public meetings held 
for the purpose, and made public through the 
papers of the state in the face of all law, and al! 
authority. 

I will now give a history of the settlement in 
Carroll county. In the preceding April, as 
myself and family were on our way to Far West, 
we put up ata house in Carrol! county, on a 
stream called Turkey creek, to tarry for the 
night. Soon after we stopped, a youngerly?man 
came riding up who also stopped and staid 
through the night. Hearing my name men- 
tioned he introduced himself to me as Henry 
Root, said he lived in that county ata litiqe 
town called De Witt, on the Missouri river, 
and had been at Far West, to get some of those 
who were coming into that place, to form a 
settlement at De Witt; speaking highly of the 
advantages of the situation, and soliciting my 
interference in his behalf, to obtaina number 
of tamilies to commence at that place, as he 
was a large proprietor in the town plat. He of 
fered a liberal share in all the profite whieh 
might arise from the sale of property there, to 


journey. 

Some few weeks after my arrival, the said 
Henry Root,in company with a man by the 
name of David Thomas, came to Far West on 
the same business; and after much solicitation 
on their part, it was agreed that a settlement 
should be made in that place, and in the July 


the settlement soon increased, until in the Oc- 
tober following, it consisted of some seventy 
families. By this time a regular mob had col- 
lected, strongly armed; and had obtained pos- 
ion of a cannon, and stationed a mile or two 
from the town. The citizens being nearly all 
new comers, had to live in their tents and wag- 
ons, and were exerting themselves to the ut- 
termost to get houses for the approaching win- 
ter. The mob commenced committing their 
depredations on the citizens, by not suffering 
them to procure the materials for building, 
keeping them shut up in the town, not allow- 
ing them to go out to get provisions, driving off 
their cattle, and preventing the owners ftom 
going in search of them. In this way the eiti- 
zens were driven to the greatest extremities, 


only evidence necessary to dispossess any indi- 
vidual or family, or all the evidence required’ 


actually euffering for food and every comforyof 
life, in consequence of which there was moch 


those who would aid him in getung the place © 
settled. In the morning we proceeded on our — 


following, the first families removed there, and 
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sickness and many died; femaica gave birth to 
children without a house to shelter them, and 
in consequence of the exposure, many suffered 
great afflictions and many died. ' 

Heering of their great sufferings, a number 
of the men of Far West determined on going 
to see what was doing there. Accerdingly we 
started, eluded the vigilance of the mob, and 
notwithstanding they had sentinels placed on 
all the principal roads, to prevent relief from 
being sent to the citizens, safely arrived in De 
Witt, and found the people as above stated. 

During the time we were there, every effort 
that could be, was made to get the authorities 
of the country to interfere and scatter the mob. 
The judge of the circuit court was petitioned» 
but without success, and after that the govern- 
or of the state, who returned for answer that 
the citizens of De Witt had got into a difficulty 
with the surrounding country, and they might 
get out of it; for he would have nothing to do 
with it, or this was the answer that the messen- 
ger brought when he returned. 

The messenger was a Mr. Caldwell, who 
owned a ferry on Grand river, about three miles 
from De Witt, and was an old settler in the 
place 

The citizens were completely besieged by 
the mob, no man was at liberty to go out, nor 
pny to come in. The extremiies to which the 
people were driven, were very great, suffering 
with much sickness, without shelter, and de- 
prived of all aid either medical or any other kind, 
and being without food or the privilegeof getting 
it, and betrayed by every man who made th 
least pretension to frindship; a notable instance 
of which I will here give asa sample of man) 
others of a similar kind. There was neithe: 
bread nor flour to be had in the place; a steam- 
boat landed there and application was made to 
get flour but the captain said there was none 
on board. A men then offered hig services to 
get flour for the place; hnowing, he said, where 
there wasa quantity. Money was given to 
him for that purpose; he got on the boat and 
went off; and that was the last we heard of the 
man or the money. This was a man who had 
been frequently in De Witt during the siege, 
and professed great friendship. In this time o. 
extremity a man who had a short time before 
moved into De Witt, bringing with him a fine 
yoke of cattle, started owt to hunt his catile, 
in order to butcher them to keep the citizens 
from actual starvation, but before he got but « 
little way from the town, he was fired upon by 
the mob and narrowly escaped with his life snd 
had to return, or at least, euch was his report 
when he returned. Being now completely la- 
olosed on every side, we could plainly see many 


men on the opposite side of the river, and it 
was supposed that they were there to prevent 
the citizens from crossing, and indeed a mall 
craft crossed from them with three men in it, 
who said that that was the object for which 
they had assembled. 

At this critical moment,with death staring us 
in the face, in ite worst form; cut off from all 
communication with the surrounding country, 
and all our provisions exhausted, we were gus- 
tained as the children of Israel in the desert, 
only by different animals. They by quails, and 
us by cattle and hogs which came walking into 
the camp, for such it truly was, as the people. 
were living in tents and wagons, not being 
privileged with building houses What wasto 
be done in this extremity? why, recourse was 
had to the only means of subsistence left, aad 
that was to butcher the cattle and hogs which 
came into the place, without asking who was 
the owner, or without knowing, aod what to 
me is remarkable, ie, that a sufficient number 
of animals came into the camp to sustain life 
during the time in which the citizens were thus 
besieged by the mob. This indeed was but 
—_ living, but such as it was, it sustained 
ite. 
| From this cireumstance, the cry went out 
that the citizens of De Witt, were thieves and 
plunderere, and were stealing cattle and hogs. 
During this time the mob of Carroll county seid 
that all they wanted was that the citizens of 
De Witt should leave Carroll county and go to 
Caldwell end Davies counties. The citizens 
finding that they must leeve De Witt, or even- 
tually etarve, finally agreed to leave; and ac- 
cordingly preparations were made and De Witt 
was vacated. The first morning after we left, 
we put up for the night in a grove of timber, 
Soon after our arrival in the grove, a female 
whoa short time before bad given birth toa 
child, in consequence of the exposure died. A 
gtave wos dug in the grove, and the next 
morning the body was depositedin it without a 
coffin, and the company proceeded on their 
journey; part of them going to Davies county 
and part into Caldwell: This was in the month 


of October, 1838. 
In a short time after their arrival in Davies 


and Caldwell counties, messengers arrived in- 
forming the now citizens of Caldwell and Da- 
vies, that the mob was marching to Davies 
county, with their cannon with them, threat- 
ening death to the citizens, or else that they 
should all leave Davies county. This caused 
other efforts to be made to get the authorities 
to interfere. I wrote two memorials, one ta 
the governor, and one to Austin A. King cir- 
cuit judge, imploring their assistance and in- 
tervention to protect the citizens of Davies 
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81 


against the threatened violence of the mob— » presence, he todk the following singular meth< 
These memorials were sccompenied with af. od to dispereé them. He organized them with 
fidavits which could leave no doubt on the his troops as part of the militia called out, to 
mind of the governor or judge, that the citizens|| suppress and arrest the mob; after having thus 
before mentioned were in eminent danger. At organized them, discharged them and all the 
this time things began to assume an alarming|| rest of the troops as having no further need for 
aspect both to the citizens of Davies aod Cald- || their e-rviees, and all returned home. 

well counties. Mobs were forming all around] This however, seemed only to give the mob 
the country, declaring that they wonld drive more courage to increase their exertions with 
the people out of the state, This made our ep-)j redoubled vigor. They boasted after that, that 


_peals to the authorities more deeply solicitous|| the authorities would not punish them, and 


as the danger increased, and very soon after|ithey would do as they pleased. In a very short 
this the mobs commenced their depredations; || ime their efforts were renewed with a deter- 
which wae a general system of plunder: tear! mination not to cease until they bad driven the 
ing down fences, exposing all within the field) -it:zens of Caldwell and such of the citizens ot 
to destruction, and driving off every animal Davies as they had marked out as vietims, from 
a could find. ; * the state. A man by the name of Cornelius 
etime previous to this, in consequence |} Gillum who resided in Clay county, and form- 

the threatenings which were made by mobs, | erly sheriff of said county, organized band 
or these who were being formed into mebe, | 
* 52 een * who painted themselves like Indians, and had 
ars) Wem an place of rendezvous at Hunters Mills on a 
and property of the citizens; an association wen ‘ta 


weg farmed, called the Danita bend. Clinton county, the county west of Caldweil 
and between it and the west line of the state. 
being myself one of the number, neither was . . 

f From this place they would sally oat and com- 
mee mit their depredations. Efforts were again 


tion against the bands thet were forming, and | 
threatened to be formed; for the professe@ob-| made to get the authorities to put a stop to these 


ject of committing violenee om the property and | — 2 nne 
persons of the citizens of Davies and Caldwell — 4 
counties. They had certain signs and worde per — 
by which they could know one another, either mig — ror pe 1 * 5 
by day or night, They were bound to keep} rather mobs, for by this time there were & Ram 


those signs and words secret; so that no other der of them, General Doniphan came to 


E West, and while there, recommended to the au- 
a — | thorities of Caldwell to have the militia of said 


them. When any of these persens were 38. 
county called out asa necessary measure of 
sailed by any 'awless band, be would make it Kae ring us that Gillom bad a lotge 


known to others who would flee to his relief at) N 

the risk of life. lo this way they sought to mob on the Grindstone, and his object was to 

defend each others lives and peoperty, but they — „ * 

wete strictly enjoined not to touch any petron. — * 
it wes vety necessary that an eſſcetive force 


should be ready to oppose him, or he would gc- 


lence against the persons or property of one of ' 
their own number or one of those whose life complish hie object. 


| The militia was accordingly called owt. He 
2 e e eee * also said that there had better be a strong force 


This organization was in existence when the sent to Davies county to guard the citizens 
mobs commeneed their most violent attempts there: he recommended that to avoid any diffi- 
upon the citizens of the before mentioned coun-|| eultics whieh might arise, they had better go in 
ties, amd from this association. arose all the very small parties, without arme, so that po le- 
horror aflerwards expressed by the mob at gel advantage could be taken of them. I will 
some secret clean known as Danitcs. here give a short account of the courts and in- 

The efforts made to get the authorities to in-||ternal affairs of Missouri, for the information 


terſete at this time was attended with some of those who are not acquainted with the same. 


success. The militia were ordered out under Missouri has three courtsef law peculiar to 
jthat state. The supreme court, the circuit 
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Clay county, Brigadier Generals Doniphan, of | court and the 
Clay, | court, is com posed of three 
to Davies county, where they foun 3 f the. dee 
General Atchison said ia my judges, ele otod by the people of the respec 


counties, This court is in some. respecis like 


the court of probate in Illinois, or the surro- 
gate’s court of New York; but the powers of 
this court are more extensive than the courts 
of Illinois or New York. The judges, or any 
one of them, of the county court of Missouri, 
has the power of issuing habeas corpus, in all 
cases where arrests are made within the coun- 
ty where they preside. They have aleo all the 
power of justices of the peace in civil, as well 
as criminal cases; lor instance, a warrant may 
be obtained from one of these judges, by affi- 
davit, and a person arrested under such war- 
rent. From another of-these judges, a habeas 
corpus may issue, and the person arrested be 
ordered before him, and the character of the 
arrest be inquired into, and if in the opinion ol 
the judge, the person ought not to de holden by 
virtue of aid procese, he has power to discharge 
him. Ip the internal regulation of the affairs 
of Missouri, the counties in some respects are 
nearly as independent of each other as the sev- 
eral states of the Union. No considerable 
number of men armed, can pass out of one 
county into, or through another county, with- 
out first obtaining the permission of the judges 
of the county court, or some one of them, oth- 
etw ies they are liable to be arrested by the or- 
der of said judges, and if in their judgemen' 
they ought not thus to pass, they are ordered 
back from wheoce they came; and in case of 
refusal, are subject io be arrested or even shoi 
down in case of resistance. The judges of the 
county court or any one of them, have the pow- 
er to call out the militia of said county upon 
affidavit being made to them for that purpose, 
by any of the citizens of said county; shewing 
it just, in the judgement of such judge or judg- 
es, why said militia should be calied out to de- 
fend any portion of the gitizens of said county. 
The following i is the course of proceedure: Af- 
fidavit is made before one or any number of the 
judges, setting forth, that the citizens uf said 
county, or any particular portion of them, i- 
either invaded or threatened with invasion by 
some unlawful assembly whereby their liber- 
ties, lives or property may be unlawfully taken. 
When such affidavit is made to any one of the 
Judges or all of them, it isthe duty of him or 
them, before whom such affidavit is made, to 
‘ssue an order to the sheriffof the county, to 
make requisition upon the commanding office: 
of the militia of ssid county, to have immedi- 
ately put under military order such a portion of 
the militia under his command as may be neces 
sary for the defence of the citizens of said 
county. 

In this way the militia of any county may be 
called out at any time deemed necessary by the 


county judger, independently of any — 
ij authority of the State. 

Ia case that the militia of the county is in- 
sufficient to quell the rioters, and secure the 
citizens against the inveders, then recourse can 
be had to the judge of the circuit court, who 
has the same power over the militia of his ju- 
dicial district, as the county judges have over 
the militia of the county. And incase of in- 
sufficiency in the militia of the judicial district 
of the circuit jndge, recourse can be hed to the 
governor of the state, and all the militia of the 
state called out, and if this should fail, then 
the governor can call on the President of the 
United States, and all the forces of the nation 
be put under arms. 

lhave given this expose of the internal reg- 
ulations of the affairs of Missouri, in order that 
the court may clearly understand what I have 
before said on this subject, and what L may 
hereafter say on it. 

It was in view of this order of things that 
General Doniphan, who is s lawyer of some ce- 
lebrity in Missouri, gave the recommendation 
he did at Far West, when passing into Davies 
county with his troops, for the defence of the’ 
citizens of said county. It wasin consequence 
of this, that he said, that those of Caldwell 
county which went into Davies county, should 
go in small parties, and unarmed, in which 
condition they were not subject to any arrest 
from any authority whatever. 

In obedience to these recommendations the 
militia of Caldwell county was called out; af- 
fidavit having been made to one of the judges © 
of the county, setting forth the danger which 
it was believed the citizens were in,from a large 
marauding party assembled under the command 
of one Cornelius Gillam, on a stream called 
Grindstone.. When affidavit was made to this 
effect, the judge issued his order to the sheriff 
of the county, and the sheriff to the comman- 
ding officer, who was Colonel G. M. Hinkle, 
and thus wére the militia of the county of Cald- 
well put under military orders. 

General Donipban however, instead of going 
into Davies county, soon after he left Far West 
returned back to Clay county with all his troops, 
giving as bis reason, the mutinous character of 
his troops; which he said would join the mob, 
he believed, instead of acting against them, 
and that be had not power to restrain them. 

In a day or two afterwards, General Parks of 
Ray county, alsocame to Far West, and said 
that he hadsent.on a number of troops to Da. 
vies county to act in concert with General Don- 
iphan. He also made the same complaint con- 
cerniog his troops, that Doniphan had, doubting 
greatly whether they would render any service 
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die charge of coptain by tha mame of Killian, || woond sepposed to be mortal. — 
whomeds my eus his head quarters breskfeet gentlemen cal 
portions of — mo necount, and asied me if 
bores ind ride ont with bim 6nd 
I agreed to do so, and we, 
vend “efter going’ some three of 
meta coming into Fer Wi 
med and went beck with them, 


— — was going e, as alt 
bavetligence in refation 0 
mob was comman cuted de bim. IJnteilig 
Witied not only against the property of uh 
mene, bat other petsone; angny of whom whan 
lending to their business, would be surprised, 
end. taken by marauding parties, tied Far West: thoagh they were not dischar 
whipped ina most desperate Buch remained under 
ware common during the progress off faown how the meatier would tun. In 
thes and ail hinds 


depredations were committed. Men dliyiag enter ng the south 


Serve! Bogard, a methodist preacher, 
aid the bottle called the Bogard Battle. 
After thie bat le there was a sho t season of qui- 
tj the mobs Ged. and the militia return. 


to sod from 


gun img donc, would be what was thelr 
shoit abnasd, cir w the county withoct 
and hupding taken as booty by the pliinders The stared as commad d. 


ers. Fields were thrown and sit 
ahem exposed the destruction of svelisni-| 
ale chess to enter Cattle, horses, 
end cheep were driven of geen 

od tnd af oli badd of prop 
carried on to the grem annoyance of the 
cd thetwportion af the 
Davies marked as vivtime by the 
Gne sfteracon messenger Artived at Far Wee 
walling for help, saying that banditti~ 
erogyed the south line of Caldwell, and 
eugaged in threatening the citizeus with death 
did na: leave their homes aad go out 
che within very short time the 


mation wos received at Fer 
dem Wer. en ts until late the 
large roy was deseried 
their Fer West. Par W 
sidvition, the trmy wad d- 
miles fom the place. 
Their was entirely unknown to the 
tere any knowledge on the 
every man I heard 
jent, oxprested as great ignorance as m 
‘They reached mall stream on the eus t pide 9 
thd taten, whieh was studded with tiniber 


the stream, ‘hour 


well, I did not get up: Some time efter? yn De 


[ty stepped the door, and tbet De 


* 
med proved te be tha’, heade! dy we 


Dares who were ib with» previeel y but I' think it Was the 
Hiplenge by the mobs bling but on hear. | 
ing Wel Deniphes, inetead Of going to Davies 
bed returned to Clay. followed his or- 
the forse of Caldwell coanty, eo the 
EA 


merchant in that city. 


-. Roth forces, and stood there. The armies were 


ial Tere the main bedy halted, ingly started to their camp. When we 


of 
towards the town in line of battle. This 


in sight of their camp the whole army was v4 


Brigadier Genera! Doniphan, maereh - parade, marching toward the town, we ap. 
| proached and met them, and were informed by 


bedy was preceded, probably three fourths of Lucas that we were prisoners of war. “A scené 


2 mile in advance of them. by a man carrying 
a white flag, whe approsched within 


reds of the eastern beundary of the town, and 
demanded three persons, who were in the town, 
te be sent to ther camp, after which the whole 


town, be raid, would be massacred. When the} 


persons whe were ingu red for, were informed, 
they refired to go, determined to share the 
commen fate of the citizens. Cne of those 
persons did not belong to the Church of Lat- 
ter Day Ssints.” His name is Adam Lightner, 


followed that would defy any mortal to describe, 
a bowling was set up, that would put any thing 
I ever heard before or since dt defiance, I 
thought at the time it had no paraliel except it 
might be in the perdition of ungodly men. They 
bad acannon. I could distinctly bear the guns 
as the locks were sprung, which appeared from 
the sound to be in every part of the army. Gen- 
eral Doniphan came riding up where we were, 
and swore by his maker that he would hew the 
first man down that cocked a gun, one or two 
other officers on horseback also rode up, orders 


The white flag returned to the camp. To the 


ing those who had cocked theirguns to uncock 


force of General Doniphan, was the small force | them or they would be hewed down with their 
of Caldwell militia, under Colonel Hinkle, op- swords, we were conducted into their camp and 
posed. Who also marched in line of battle to made to lay on the ground through the night. 


the eastern line of the town. The whole force’ 


This was late in October—we were kept here 


of Colonel Hinkle did not exceed three hundred for two days ard two nights. It commenced 


men-—that of Doniphan, perhaps three times 
that aumber. I was no way connected with the 
militia, being over age, neither was Joseph Smith 
Senior. I went into the line formed by Colonel 


| ** Lh. Hinkle though unarmed, and stood among the 
"gest to await the result, and had a full view of 


Within rifle shot of each other. About the set- 
ting of the sun Doniphan ordered his army to re- 
turn to the camp atthe Creek: they wheeled 
end marched off. After they had retired, it was 
consulted what was best to do—by what author- 


ity the army was there no one could tell, as far 


as I know—it was agreed to build through the 
night a sort of fortification, and if we must fight, 
ell our lives as dear as we could, accordingly all 
went to work, rails, house-logs, and wag- 

were all put in requisition, and the east 

of the town as well secuséd as could be done 

by the men and means, and the short time allow- 
ed; expecting an attack in the morning. The 
morning at length came and that day passed a- 
way and still nothing done; but plundering the 
eortfields, shooting cattle and hogs, stealing 
) and robbing houses, and carrying off po- 
tatoes, turnips, and all such things as the army 
of General Lucas could get, for such in the event 


raining and snowing until we were 
drenched and being compelled to lay on the 
ground which bad became very wet and the wae 
ter was running round us and under us—what 
consultation the officers and others had in rela- 
tion to the disposition which was to be made of 
us. I am entirely indebted to the report made 
to me by General Doniphan as none of ys were 
put on any trial. General Doniphan gave an 
account of which the following is the substance, 
as far as my memory serves me: “That, they 
held a Court Martial and sentenced.us to be shot 
at 8 o’clock the next morning after the Court 
Martial was holden, in the public square in the 
presence of our families—that this Court Mar 
tial was composed of seventeen preachers: and 
some of the principal officers of the army—Sam- 
vel D. Lucas presided—Doniphan arose and 
said “that neither himself nor bis brigade should 
have any hand in the shooting, that it was noth - 
jng short of cold blooded, murder and deſt the 
Court Martial and ordered his brigade to prepare 
and march off the ground.” 
This was probably the reason why they did 
not carry the decision of the Court Martial inte 
eflect. It was finally agreed that we should be 
carried into Jackson county, accordingly on the 


they proved to be. . The main body being com- third day after oursrest the army was all pe 
manded, by Samuel D. Lucas, a Deacon in the raded, we were put into waggons and taken into 
Presbyterian church. The next came and then the town—our families. having heard that we 
it was ascertained that they were there by order || were to be brought to town that morning to te 
of the Governor. . shot. When we arrived a scene ensued such.as 

A demand was made for Joseph Smith Senior, might be expected, under the circumstances. , I 
Lyman Wight, George W. Robinson, Parley P.|| was permitted to go alone with my family imto 
Pratt, and myself, to go into their camp with che house, there I found my family so complete 
We demand we instantly complied and accor-|ly plundered of all kinds of food that they had 


Z 
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nothing to eat but parehed corn which they 


ground with a hand mill, and thus were they was one of the principal leaders in the Jackson 
sustaining life. I soon pacified my family and || county mob. 18 
allayed their feelings by assuring them that the After this digression I will return— Tbe seme 
raffians dared not kill me. I gave them strong || day that we arrived at Ri¢hmond, Price Came in- 
assurances that they dared not do it, and that I to the place where we wine, with a number ct 
would return to them again. After this inter- armed men, who immédiately, on entering the 
view [took my leave of them, and returned to the room cocked their another followed 
the waggon got in and we were al! started off ſor with chains in his hands} und we were ordered 
Jackson county. Before we reached the Mis- to beehained all together—a strong guard was 
souri river a man came riding Hong the line ap- placed in and around the house, and thas we 
parently in great haste. I did not know his bo- were secured. The next day Generel Clark 
siness. When we got to the river Lucas came came in, and we were introduced to him. 
to me and told me that he wanted us to hurry, awkward manner in which he entered and his 
es Jacob Stollings bad arrived from Far West apparent embarrassment was such as to force 
with a message from Gen, John C. Clark order- a smile from me. He was then asked for whet 
ing him to returo with us to Far West as be he had thus cast us into prison?—to this ques 
was there with a large army, he said he would || tion he could not or did not give « direct an- 
not comply with the demand, but did not know wer. He said he would let us know in a few 
bat Clark might send an army to take us by || days, and after a few more awkward und un- 
force; We were burried over the river as fast || couth movements he withdrew. After he went 
as possible with as many of Lucas’ army as out I asked some of the guard what was the 
could be sent over at one time and sent hastily || matter with General Clark, that made him ap 
on, and thus we were taken to Independence pear so ridiculous? They said be was nese 
the Shire town of Jackson county, and put into || sighted: I replied that I was mistaken if hewese 
an old house and a strong guard placed over us, || not as near witted, as he was near sighteds «. © 
In a day or two they relaxed their severity, -e We were now left with our guards; witheut 
wers taken to the best tavern in town and there knowing for what we had been arrested, os 80 
boarded, and treated with kindness—we were || civil process had issued against us—for what 
permitted to go and come at our pleasure with- || followed until General Clark cams imegnin te 
out amy guard. After some days Colonel Ster- tell us that we were to be delivered into the | 
ling G. Price arrived from Clark’s army with a hands of the civil authorities. I am entirely in- 
demand to have us taken to Richmond, Ray |) debted to what I heard the guards say—L heard 
county. It was difficult to get a guard to go] them say that General Clark had promised them 
with us, indeed, we solicited them to send one before leaving Coles county that they shoald 
with us, and finally got a few men to go and we] have the privilege of shooting Joseph Smith 
started; after we had crossed the Missouri, on Senior and myself. And that General Clan 
our way to Richmond, we met a number of very was engaged in searching the military law to 
rough looking fellows, and as rough acting as find authority for so doing; but he found it dif- 
they were looking, they threatened our Iva ficult as we were not military men and did not 
Werolicited our guard to send to Richmond for : belong to the militia; bet he had sent to Fort 
a stronger force to guard us there, as we consid- || Leavenworth for che military code of law, and 
ered our lives in danger. Sterling G. Price met be expected, after he got the lawe, to find law 
us with a strong force apd co duc ted us to Rich- |j to justify him in shooting un. 
mond where we were put in close confinement. |} I must here e gais digrees, to relate 8 circum- 

One thing I will here mention which I forgot |} stance whieh 1 forgot in its place. I had beard 
—while we were at Independence I was istro- that Clark bad given a military order to some 
duced to Russell Hicks, a lawyer of some note | persons who had applied to him ſor it, to go to 
in the country. In speaking on the subject of | our houses and take such goods ae they claim- 
our arrest and being torn from our families, said ed. The goods claimed, were goods sold by 
be presumed it waz another Jackson county || the sheriff of Caldwell county on an execution, 
scrape. He said the Mormons had been driven || which I had putehased at the sale. The man 
from that county and that without any oſſence against whom thé @xecution was issucd, avail- 
on their part. He said be knew all about it, ed himself of that time of trouble to go and 
they were driven off because the people feared take the goods wherever he could find them.— 
their political influence. And what was said a-|/I asked Clark if he had given any such gathor- 

ns 

the 


the Mormons was only to justify the mob ; ade 
the world ſor the they had os 
He said this was another scrape of the 9 . yo 
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telling me thas the goodshad been purchas- 
ed at the sheriff's sale, and ] would not grant 
the order.” I did pot, at the time, suppose 
that Clerk, in thin, bad Larefacediy lied; bu! 
the soque! proved be bad——for some time after 
werds. behuld there comes a man to Richmond 
withthe order, and showed itte me, signed by 
Clark, The man said he had been at our house, 
end hen all the goeds he could find. So much 
fer a lawyer, Methodist, aad very pious man 
at.thartime in religion, apd 0 major general of 
uti. 
Dating the, time that Clark wes examining the 
Dilitery law, there were some thing took place 
ich may be proper to relate in this place. J 
Need d plan jaying among a number of those 
whopbelpnged to Clark's army, and some of 
Ahem officers of high rank, to goto Far West, 
and commit violence on the persons of Joseph 
Smith Senior's wif.,and my wife and daugh- 
femme 
ocT his gave me rome uneasiness. I got an op- 
petiunity toeend my family word of their de- 
Magy end ie muke tuch arrangemen's as they | 


Sime ut last arrived. and the party staried for 
Went, I woited with painful anxiety for 
turn. Afiera number of dayr, they 
to all they said, to find 


ede guard against their vile parpose. The | 


notable Austin A. King, judge of the circuit 
court, took the seat, and we were ordered be, 
fore him for trial, Thomas Birch, Eequ, proses 
cuting strorney. All things being» arranged, 
the trialopened. No papers were read te us, 
no charges of any kind were preferred, nor did 
we knaw ageinst what we had to plead. Out 
imes had yet to be found qut. 

Alt the commencement, we requested that we 
might be tried separately; but this wae refused, 
and we were ell put an trial together. 

nesses appeared, and the sweering commen- 
eed. It was so plainly manifested by the jadge 
that he wanted the witnesses to prove us guilty 
of treason, that no person could. avoid seeing 
it. The same feelings were also visible in the 
States’ Attorney. Judge King made an obsete 
vation something to this effect, as he was giv- 
ing ditecticus to the scribe, who was employed 
to write down the testimony—* that he wanted 
all the testimony directed to certain pointe 
Being taken sick a: the early stage of the trial, 


ji bed rot the opportunity of hearing but 


mall part of the testimony when t wae delve 
ered before the court. 

Dering the progress of the trial, after the ads 
journment of the court in the evening. our las. 
yeas would come into the prison, and there the 
matters would be talked over. 


%% tf posdble; they had done. One|} The propriety of our sending for witnessen, 
„ che very night after their return, | was also discussed. Our attornies solid that 
them re to some of those who they would recommend to us not to inuédves 
bud aot ben with them, the even's of thei: || any evidence at that trial. Doniphan said it 
Siveptore. Inquiry was made about heir eue- would avail us nothing, for the judge would 
4 in the particular object of their visit to Par put us into prison, if a cohort of angels were 
Wen. Thesubstance of what they said in an- come and that we were innocent: and 
ower, was, * that they had passed ond repaceed | beside that, he said that if we were to give to 


both houses, and saw the femsler, but there 
were d many men about the town, that they 


the court the names of our witnesses, there 
was a band there ready to go, and they weed 


dare not venture for fear of being detected, and | go and drive them out of the country, or arrest 


their nambers were not sufficient to dceomplish 
anything if they had made the attempt, and 
they came off without trying.” 

Nociv.l process of any kind had been issued 
Agrinst us: we were there held in duress without 
knowing what for, or what charges were to be 
preferred against us. At lost. aſter long sus’ 
ne. Genera] Clark came into the prison. pre- 
senting himself about kwardiy sant first, 
aud informe! us. * that we would he put into the | 


— — 


them and have them cast into prison. to prevent 
them fromewecring, or else kill tem. It was 
final!y congluded to let the matier be forthe 
present, 

During the progress of the tria!, and while 1 
wes ‘avingsick in prison. [had an opportunl'y 
of hearing a great deal suid by those of them 
who would come in. The subject was the all 
absorbing one. I heard them ray that we must 
be put to death—that the character of the Etate 


hand: of the civil authorities, He esid he did | required it. The State must jostify herself im 
not know precisely what chimes would be chars | the co sre had taken. and nothing bet pune 
god against ve, but they Weblld be within the | ishing us with deet't, could save the credit of 
range of treason, murder, Bafg'aty, arson, lar- | he State, and it must therefore be done. 

de nv, theft aud stea'ing”’ another I heard s party of them one night telling 
smile was forced, and I could not refrain, at about some female whore person they bed 
the expense of this would-be great chun, in || Violated, end this language was used by one of 
whom, be “said, “the faith of Missouri wae{ them them: ** The damned bitch, how abe yelled” 
pledged» Who this perten was, I did not knows; bother 
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| whose hasbend hed di 
fore, consumption, had been brutally vio- 


We were kept there from three to four 


jadges. During the hearing under the habens 


got Out of prisom, I beard that a widow, 
some few months be- 


by e gang of them, and divd in their hands. | 
feaving three bite children, in hose presence | 


‘the evens of brutality took place. 
Aer 1 got ou of prison, and had arrived in 


Quincey Mlinois, I met a stronge men ia the 
Preet, who wos inquiring and inquired of me 
Teepecting a circumatance of this hiad\-saying | 


be had heard of it. and was olf bis way gorng to 


Missouri to yet the children if be could find 


wen. He the woman thus murdered wae 


his sister, or hie wife's sister, 1 am not positive 
which. The wan was in great agitation. What! 
success he I know not 

The trial at last ended, and Lyman Wight, 
Joseph Smith Senior, Hyram Smith, Caleb 
Baldwin, Alexander McRea, and myself were 
sent to jail in the village of Liberty, Clay coun- 
ty Missouri. 


months; after which time we were brought ou! 
on habeas corpus before one of the county 


corpus, I had, for the first ume, on opportunity 
of hearing the evidence, as it was all written 
and read before the court, 

kt appeared from tne evidence, that they st- 
tempted to prove us guilty of trearon in conse- 
quence of the militia of Caldwell ceanty be- 
ing under arme at the time that General Lucas* 
army came io Far West. Thie calling out o 
the militia, was what they founded the charge 


— — 


of treason upon—an account of which I heave 


given above. The charge of murder wag foun- 
ded on the fact, thet 6 men of their number, 
they ssid, had been killed in the Bogard 
battle. 

The other charges were founded on thinge| 


- 


an ever put on it, , swe 


which they did ver ie 


and hie, to me, wilful perjery. 
ie trial lasted long time, the result 
which was, that ordered to die 
charged from ppison and the remanded 
hack; ber | d 
to be my friends, wield not do for mo te 
goout of gail at that Wile, de the mob were 
watcting, and would’ won certainly take my 
life—and when chat must the 
State, for the moby d¥ailing themselves of the 
exterminating of Gévernor Boggr, would, 
if were found in the» State, sorely tike my 
life—thet I had nowéy to escape them but to 
flee with all ayeed fromthe State. It wes some 
ten days afier this before! dare leave the jail. 
At last the evening caine in which I was to 
leave the jail. Every preparation wes made 


that Could be made for my escape. There was 


a carringe reody to take me in und carry me olf 


with all speed. A pilot was ready—one who > 


was well acquainted with the country—to pilot 
me through the country fo that I might not go 
on any of the public roads. My wife ene 


to the jail tonccompany me, of whose sogiety 


I had been deptived for four montha. Jastat 
dark, the sheriff and jailer came to the jail 
with our supper. I sat down and ate. There 
were e number watching. After! héd supped, 
I whispered to the jailer to blow out al the 
candles but one, and step away from the door 
with thet one. All thie was dene. The sher- 
iff then took me by the arm, and an apparent 
scuffle ensurd—eo mach so, that thore who 
were weiching, did not know who it was he 
sheriff was scuffing with. The sheriff kept 
pashing me towards the door, and I apparently 
resisting, until we reached the door, which wea 
quickly opened and we both reached the street. 


tol By thdse who professed * 


ing, have known it. The best construction | sould. After I had gomeebout three wiles, my 


which took place in Davies. As I was not io He took me by the hand and bade me farewell, — 
‘Davies county at that time, I cannot testify any< ‘elling me to make my escape, which, 1 did 


thing about them. = | with all possible speed. The night was dark. 

A few words aboutthis written testimony. || After I hd gone probably one hundred rods, I 

1 do not now recollect of one single point, | heard some person coming after me in heste, 
about which testimony was given, with which The thought struck me in a moment that the 
was acquainted, bot was misrepresented, nor mob wos me. I drew a pistol and cocked 
one solitary witness whose testimony was there it, determined not to be taken alive. When 
written, that did not swear falsely; and in ma. || ‘he person ap 3 me spoke, I knew his 
ny instances I connot see how it could avoid || Voice, end) HG epeedily came tome. Ins few 
being intestional onthe part of those who testi- minutes I hearda horse coming. lagein eprung 
fieJ—for all of them did swearthinzs what Agninu voice salated my ears 
satisfied they knew to be false at the time—and || ‘het I was Requeinted with. The map came 
it would be hard to persuade me to the con-||*pecdily op amd ssid he had come to pilot re 
trary. | through the country. 1 now recollected I had 

There were things there said, s0 uiterly with- left my wifeimthe jail. I mentioned it io them, 
ont founcation in trath——so much bo that the and one of them returned, and the other aad 
persons swearing, must, at thé time of swear-|| myself pursued our journey as swiftly se we 
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